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MINECRAFT 
REEF 
CRAFTERS

Minecraft released 
their Aquatic 
update and ran a 
competition to 
allow players to 
design underwater 
sculptures that 
will help restore 
real coral reefs.

https://minecraft.net/en-us/article/you-helped-us-help-oceans



SNAPCHAT’S 
“CAMERA 
SEARCH”

Snapchat’s latest 
code mentions 
“visual search” and 
allows users to 
recognise objects 
in the camera view 
and link to 
partners such as 
Amazon. Bit like 
Pinterest’s visual 
search then.

https://techcrunch.com/2018/07/09/snapchat-camera-search/



DISNEY’S 
ROBOT STUNT 
DOUBLE

Disney Research 
has revealed its 
robotic stunt 
double called 
Stuntronics. Not 
sure how Tom “I 
do my own stunts” 
Cruse will take 
the news though.

https://bit.ly/2tYsrUa



BIOMIND AI 
CANCER 
DIAGNOSIS

Chinese AI 
BioMind correctly 
diagnosed cancer 
in 225 patients 
87% of the time, 
compared to 66% 
by a panel of 15 
medical 
professionals. Not 
all AIs are trying 
to kill us!

https://thenextweb.com/science/2018/07/02/chinese-ai-beats-15 -doctors-in-tumor-diagnosis-competition/



ALIBABA 
AUTOMATE 
EVERYTHING

Alibaba’s bot can 
produce 20,000 
lines of copy per 
second. Their 
banner creator 
designs on the fly 
and their video 
maker generates 20 
second videos from 
your profile and 
comments. Ooof!

https://www.alizila.com/alibaba-debuts-ai-copywriter/



SWEDISH 
BEER 
HIJACKS 
BUD’S SEO

Budweiser won at 
Cannes with their 
“Tagwords” 
campaign. The day 
after, Swedish beer 
brand Norrland 
bought AdWords 
around it so they 
benefitted from 
the increased 
traffic too.
https://www.marketingdive.com/news/swedish-beer-brand-hijacks-budweisers-google-search-campaign/527189/



FACEBOOK 
TRIALING 
AUGMENTED 
ADS

Says it all on the 
tin really, ads, on 
Facebook that 
link through to 
augmented 
camera 
experiences which 
then link through 
to purchase. 

https://www.facebook.com/business/news/introducing-new-ways-to-inspire-holiday-shoppers-with-video



FACEBOOK 
BACKS 
BLOCKCHAIN.
MAYBE.

Word on the 
street (well, 
LinkedIn) show 
Facebook are 
seriously look at 
Blockchain. 
Maybe it’s to 
verify true news or 
maybe just to buy 
stuff directly from 
ads. You decide.

https://www.btcnn.com/facebook-creates-a-new-position-for-blockchain-engineering/



BRAIN.FM

The role of music 
(or audio) to alter 
the mood of the 
listener is an area 
of intense focus at 
the moment. 
Brain.fm uses 
algorithms to 
curate, generate 
and optimise 
music tracks.

https://www1.brain.fm/



MUSEUMS 
FOR THE 
INSTAGRAM 
GENERATION

This growing 
trend for “photo 
friendly” 
experiences and 
museums 
encourages 
visitors to play an 
active role in the 
marketing of the 
attraction.

https://www.wired.com/story/selfie-factories-instagram-museum?



WEARABLES 
ARE A 
DRUGGIES 
BEST FRIEND

The fitness 
wearables fad may 
have eased but 
Fitbits and Apple 
Watches have 
found an unlikely 
audience with 
drug users 
monitoring their 
vital signs during 
heavy sessions. 

https://bit.ly/2uZXQWB



SIGN 
LANGUAGE 
ALEXA

If “voice” is the 
future, what 
happens when you 
can hear but can’t 
speak? Abishek 
Singh used 
TensorFlow AI to 
translate sign 
language into voice 
for the Echo. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kS53y6GWm0w



WALMART 
PATENT TO 
SPY ON STAFF

This one has 
caused a bit of a 
stir. Walmart filed 
a patent to listen 
to staff in the aim 
of using machine 
learning to analyse 
the audio and 
infer if work (or 
talk) was 
happening.

https://futurism.com/walmart-patent-worker-surveillance/



FACEBOOK 
“WATCH 
PARTY”

Watch Party 
allows groups to 
watch the same 
video at the same 
time. It syncs up 
the comments, 
allows viewers to 
suggest the next 
video but only 
uses videos from 
Facebook. 

https://techcrunch.com/2018/07/25/facebook-what-is-a-watch-party/



WHEN IN 
ROME –
ALEXA 
BOARD GAME

If you have an 
Amazon Echo, a 
knowledge of the 
world, a bunch of 
suspiciously diverse 
hipster mates and 
love board games -
then the world’s 
first board game 
powered by Alexa 
is for you!

https://www.voiceoriginals.com/#p1



THE PHONE 
CAMERA, 
LITERALLY.

This system being 
tested in Norfolk, 
UK detects if 
people in cars are 
on their phone by 
detecting the 
phone’s radio 
signals. They can’t 
work out if it’s the 
person driving 
though. Yet.

https://www.cultofmac.com/561763/uks-big-brother-road-signs-watch-for-drivers-using-iphones/



MOBILE
“AIR BAG”

Student Philip 
Frenzel won 
Germany’s 2018 
Mechatronic Prize 
with a phone case 
that has the 
equivalent of a 
mobile airbag. It 
deploys when a fall 
is detected.

https://www.designboom.com/technology/mobile-airbag-phonecase-drop-protection-06 -28-2018/



SPOONS HELP 
DETECT 
FORCED 
MARRIAGE

Pupils have been 
told to hide 
spoons in their 
underwear if they 
fear being taken 
overseas to be 
married. It will 
trigger metal 
detectors (and 
security staff) at 
airports.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-leeds-44812530



LEGAL GUNS 
FOR ALL! 
BECAUSE 
MERICA!

After a multi-year 
battle, US courts 
have legalized 3D 
printed guns. It’s a 
1st Amendment 
thing. A decision 
the phrase “what 
could possibly go 
wrong?” was made 
for.

https://defcad.com/



DRIVERLESS 
CAR DOES 
GOODWOOD

In its second only 
public outing, the 
driverless, 
autonomous, all-
electric Roborace 
car nailed a run up 
the iconic 
Goodwood 
Festival of Speed 
hill course.

https://www.engadget.com/2018/07/17/roborace-is-still-pursuing-its-driverless-race-car-dream/



IKEA & LEGO 
PARTNERSHIP

In the latest 
installment of 
“Who are IKEA 
partnering with 
now?”… it’s 
LEGO. The 
collaboration will 
take a few years to 
bear fruit but 
watch this space.

https://www.ikeahackers.net/2018/06/ikea-lego-collaboration.html



XBOX
DESIGN LAB 
CONTROLLERS

A Cannes Winner 
that may have 
slipped your laser 
gaze. Xbox allows 
creators of 
customised
controller combos 
to share in future 
profit. It led to a 
350% increase in 
sales.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jHhS2j1PAPo&feature=youtu.be



MORSE CODE 
IS CHANGING 
THE WORLD. 
AGAIN.

Tania Finlayson 
was born with 
Cerebral Palsy and 
uses Google’s 
customizable 
mobile keyboard 
Gboard and two 
‘keys’ to give her 
the freedom to 
communicate via 
speech. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=144&v=Oc_QMQ4QHcw



APPLE 
REVEAL THE 
NEW EMOJIS

We finally got a 
look at the new 
emoji designs 
coming to an 
Apple device 
sometime in 
September. Note 
the big advances 
in hair-based 
equality.

https://www.apple.com/newsroom/2018/07/apple-celebrates-world-emoji-day/



DOLPHIN 
VISION

Dolphin Reality is 
the new virtual 
reality. This self-
build allows you to 
echolocate like a 
dolphin. Another 
(albeit quirky) 
example of tech 
and humans (and 
dolphins) coming 
closer together.

https://bit.ly/2Ly7sCi



MIT DIGITAL 
WATER

MIT Media Labs 
created a neat way 
to move water 
droplets using 
electrical charge. 
Sounds pointless 
until you watch 
the video. This is 
how they will 
make robots cry.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=120&v=s2fdY44QFv4



20TH

CENTURY FOX 
INTERACTIVE 
MOVIES

20th Century Fox 
is teaming up with 
Kino’s CtrlMovie 
platform to make 
cinema-based 
movies where the 
audience decide 
the outcome in 
real-time via an 
app.

http://www.ctrlmovie.com/



GOOGLE
MOVE MIRROR

Move Mirror is an 
experiment that 
gives us a glimpse 
of Google’s image-
based, full body 
motion detection. 
It matches your 
poses to ones it has 
in its learning 
library. Have a 
play yourself…

https://experiments.withgoogle.com/collection/ai/move-mirror/view/mirror



VOLVO’S 
INCLUSIVE 
PARKING 
SIGNAGE

For the launch of 
the new V60, 
Volvo introduced 
new parking 
signage at
London’s
Westfield. They 
“celebrate the rich 
diversity of the 
modern family”.

https://www.motoringresearch.com/car-news/volvo-celebrates-diversity-westfield-car-park-signs/



LOOKING 
GLASS -
HOLOGRAPHIC 
DISPLAY

The Looking 
Glass is looking 
pretty decent! It 
displays 45 distinct 
views of the scene 
per video frame 
and delivers it to 
the viewer’s left 
and right eye 
individually via 
lenticular lenses.  

https://www.kickstarter.com/projects/lookingglass/the-looking-glass-a-holographic-display -for-3d-cre
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