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GOOGLE 
DUPLEX 
MAKES CALLS 
FOR YOU
Google 
demonstrated its 
Duplex natural 
language service 
by phoning up an 
unsuspecting hair 
dresser and 
arranging an 
appointment. 
Scary and brilliant 
in equal measures.

https://www.cnet.com/news/google-duplex-assistant-bot-deception-scary-ethics-question



LOOONG
LOOOOOONG
MAAAAAAAAN!

My new favourite
ad in the world 
this month ever. 
Sakeru Gummy’s
new ‘long’ format 
gum gets an epic, 
multi-part (ie. 
long!) ad. It’s 6:21 
of your live well 
spent.

https://www.theverge.com/tldr/2018/4/6/17207904/long-long-man-meme-sakeru-gum-japan-commercial



ORCHESTRA 
TURN 
HOMOPHOBIC 
TWEET INTO 
MUSIC

A Swedish 
orchestra used a 
tweet targeted at a 
recent LGBTQ 
concert as the 
basis of their next 
musical piece -
appropriately 
titled 
“Bögtåget” (“The 
F*g Train”). 

https://www.queerty.com/swedish-orchestra-turns-antigay-hate-mail-received-cantata-love-20180528



BLIZZARD 
UPSIDE-DOWN 
ICE CREAM

This quirky 
concession stall in 
Panama is for 
Blizzard ice cream. 
It’s upside-down 
to reflect a sales 
line “Upside down 
or the next one is 
free” proving how 
dense the ice 
cream is. 

http://www.thisisinsider.com/a-dairy-queen-employee-serves-blizzards-while-upside-down-2018 -4



FACEBOOK 
BRAND 
COLLABS
MANAGER
Facebook is 
announcing a 
bunch of new 
features from 
interactive video 
to the new Brand 
Collabs Manager, 
a platform to help 
brands find 
influencers and 
vice versa.

https://www.facebook.com/collabsmanager/start/



PIGZBE
TEACHES KIDS 
ABOUT CRYPTO 
CURRENCY
The Pigzbe device 
used family-
friendly 
cryptocurrency 
Wollo at allow 
family members to 
pay into a kids 
account. The 
handset is also 
used as a game 
controller.

https://www.pigzbe.com/



SPRIMO
PERSONAL AIR 
TRACKER

Launched on 
Kickstarter last 
year, the Sprimo
is now shipping. 
It can give real-
time indications 
of air quality 
including 
chemical, 
perfume, smoke 
and pet smells.

http://www.sprimo.com/



THAT JUMPING 
ROBOT CAN 
NOW RUN

In our monthly 
“What creepy stuff 
are Boston 
Dynamics up to 
now?” check-in, 
they’ve made it 
run. It can handle 
rough ground too, 
so don’t think you 
can escape through 
the garden either.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v= vjSohj-Iclc&



CHICAGO’S GUN 
SHARE 
SCHEME

Ok, it’s not a gun 
share scheme but 
an art installation 
to draw attention 
to how easy it is 
for any member of 
the public to get 
their hands on an 
automatic assault 
weapon.

https://edition.cnn.com/2018/05/11/us/chicago-gun-share-program/index.html



DAVID LLOYDS
How do you 
squeeze exercise in 
to your hectic 
box-set watching 
schedule? David 
Lloyd thinks their 
new PVT classes 
are the answer.
<Checks it’s not 
April 1st>

https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2018/05/13/david-lloyd-launches-new-scheme-letting-binge-tv-run/



MEMORY 
TRANSPLANT 
ACHIEVED IN 
SNAILS
Scientists have 
successfully 
transferred a 
memory from one 
snail to another. It 
is a big step to the 
treatment of 
PTSD and 
alzheimers.

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-environment-44111476



AUGMENTED 
TRAINERS

A proof-of-
concept using a 
mix of computer 
vision and AR to 
let you try on 
trainers before you 
buy.

https://www.instagram.com/p/Biwm93dHHwn/



SNAPCHAT’S 
NON-
SKIPPABLE 
VIDEO ADS
Snapchat has 
rolled out its 6 
second, non-
skippable ads. 
They are only in 
the Discover 
section in Shows 
at present. 
Skippable ads 
were seen for less 
than 2 seconds!

http://adage.com/article/digital/snapchat-starts-showing-ads-viewers-skip/313509/



APPLE MEMOJI
You’re all using 
Apple’s Animoji’s, 
right? Well now 
you can make one 
that looks like you 
and use it to send 
messages to your 
friends. You can 
even lock them to 
your own head.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z5XkRwzq9Ak



GERMANY WILL 
WIN THE 
WORLD CUP!
EXCEPT NOT
UBS deployed a 
team of 18 
analysts and 
editors, and ran 
10,000 computer 
simulation to 
predict the likely 
winner of the 
tournament. And 
got it wrong.

http://fortune.com/2018/06/27/ubs-commerzbank-predict-germany-would-win-world-cup-wrong/



INFINADECK
OMNI-
DIRECTIONAL 
TREADMILL
Lots of work 
going on to make 
full freedom VR 
rigs less intrusive. 
The Infinadeck
tracks the user 
and allows them 
to walk freely 
without being 
constrained.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fvu5FxKuqdQ



APPLE SCREEN 
TIME AND 
DOWNTIME

Apple’s iOS12 
update has a 
highly overdue 
focus on phone 
addiction. Owners 
and parents can 
set app limits or 
even initiate 
‘downtime’ for all 
family members.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xuFIdt9hU3E&feature=youtu.be



MICROSOFT 
GIVE BRANDS A 
CUSTOM 
“VOICE FONT”
Microsoft’s Text 
to Speech just 
took a new turn 
by allowing 
brands to generate 
unique voices 
based on a sample 
of real speech. It’s 
invite only so I’ll 
keep you posted.

https://docs.microsoft.com/en-us/azure/cognitive-services/speech-service/how-to-customize-voice-font



POKEMON GO 
GETS 
OCCLUSION

The demos of 
Niantec’s new 
Pokemon Go 
upgrades show 
great use of visual 
neural networks to 
figure out when 
augmented 3D 
objects should go 
behind real ones. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7ZrmPTPgY3I&feature=youtu.be



GOOGLE’S 
MEDICAL BRAIN 
KNOWS WHEN 
YOU WILL DIE
Google’s Medical 
Brain used 
machine learning 
to predict the 
death rates in two 
US hospitals. It 
was 93% and 95% 
accurate. They 
crunch around 
175k data points 
per prediction.

https://www.facebook.com/facebookmedia/blog/making-video-more-interactive



CRAYOLA’S 
GENDER FLUID 
MAKEUP

Crayola have 
partnered with 
ASOS for this 
line of 58 vegan 
and cruelty-free 
products. Elle 
notes that they are 
for both men and 
women. 

https://www.asos.com/women/fashion-feed/2018_06_04 -mon/crayola-asos-beauty-collaboration/



HOTWHEELS
HAS A $1 
GOPRO MOUNT 
OPTION
Hot Wheels have 
had a partnership 
with GoPro for a 
while now but 
their new Zoom 
In car will cost 
just $1.09 making 
the cheapest 
GoPro mount on 
the market.

https://petapixel.com/2018/06/06/hot-wheels-made-a-1-toy -car-with-a-gopro-mount/



BOOK SPINES 
CAN BE 
INNOVATIVE 
TOO
Designed by Paul 
Belford this 
revolution-
themed self-help 
book is for people 
and businesses 
looking to make a 
change. You may 
need to buy a few 
for the effect.

http://bpando.org/2018/05/31/book-design-revolt/



DOMINOS 
PAVING FOR 
PIZZA

Dominos Pizza in 
the US is hiring 
road repair teams 
to fix potholes so 
that your pizza 
arrives in good 
shape. Each fixed 
pothole has their 
logo sprayed on, 
obviously.

https://pavingforpizza.com/



DRONES USED 
TO SPOT 
VIOLENCE IN 
CROWDS
Just when you 
thought they were 
friendly again, we 
teach drones to 
spot violence in 
crowds. No 
mention of how it 
avoids targeting 
dancers though. 
One to watch…

https://www.theverge.com/2018/6/6/17433482/ai-automated-surveillance-drones-spot-violent-behavior-crowds



GOOGLE 
MYLINE
My Line allows 
people in 
Colombia without 
internet access to 
phone a local 
number and speak 
their query to 
Google Assistant, 
who answers in 
their native 
language.

https://venturebeat.com/2018/06/06/my -line-lets-colombians-call-google-assistant/



SUPER-SLOW 
MOTION FROM 
MAKING UP 
FRAMES
NVIDIA are on 
fire at the 
moment and this 
latest advance 
allows 30fps video 
to be upgrated to 
240fps by making 
up the frames in-
between.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MjViy6kyiqs&feature=youtu.be



CHINA IS 
MONITORING 
EMPLOYEES 
BRAINWAVES
The emotions of 
some employees 
in state-owned 
factories and the 
military are being 
monitored. One 
company claimed 
it boosted profits 
by $315 million 
by identifying 
productive peaks.

http://uk.businessinsider.com/china-emotional-surveillance-technology -2018 -4?r=US&IR=T

Jon W oo/R euters



VENT 
INSPECTION 
PRINT AD

This simple print 
ad can save lives. 
It simply requires 
you to tear it out 
and hold it up to a 
vent. If it sticks, 
you have a good 
ventilation. If not, 
you could be at 
risk.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yIbjFPIX58s&feature=youtu.be



FREE
BURGER KING 
WHOPPHER

Burger King 
celebrates a 
historical moment 
for the women of 
Saudi Arabia with 
the WhoppHER
– only for the 
driving women of 
Saudi Arabia.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LOgYCG03g-8



AND FINALLY…

TABLE TOP LIVE 
FOOTBALL

The future of 
football viewing is 
here. This demo 
takes a 2D video 
from YouTube, 
automatically 
registers what’s 
going on, 
recreates in in 3D 
VR format. Yep.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eRGAB4QBS6U&feature=youtu.be



THANK YOU
Want more? Get in touch at dino.burbidge@wcrs.com


