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VIRTUAL 
WEARABLES 

Leap Motion have 
released a demo of 
their augmented 
wearables concept 
– adding tech and 
information to the 
body using AR. 

https://www.inverse.com/article/42830-virtual-wearables-augmented-reality 



LACOSTE: 
SAVE OUR 
SPECIES 

Lacost changed 
their logo on 
special-edition 
shirts for one of 
10 endangered 
animals. 
Launched at Paris 
Fashion Week, 
1775 shirts are 
available for sale. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iLbW68bDV4g 



GOOGLE’S NEW 
BACKGROUND 
REMOVAL 
FEATURE 

Currently in 
limited beta, 
YouTube Stories 
for creators now 
includes a real-
time background 
removal feature. 

https://research.googleblog.com/2018/03/mobile-real-time-video-segmentation.html 



SPOT: 
WORKPLACE 
HARASSMENT 
BOT 

Spot is a 
conversational bot 
that allows victims 
of workplace 
harassment to chat 
about their 
experience and 
automatically 
generate a secure 
report for HR. 

https://talktospot.com/ 



“THEORY OF 
MIND-NET” 
REACHES 
4-YEAR OLD 
SKILLS 

Researchers at 
Google’s 
DeepMind have 
developed an AI 
that can match the 
desires, beliefs, 
and intentions 
shown by a 4 year 
old child. 
#ToMnet 

https://deepmind.com/research/publications/machine-theory-mind/ 



PARKLAND 
VICTIMS RAISE 
AWARENESS 
WITH GAME 

Game for Our 
Lives is a fan-
made online game 
that raises 
awareness of the 
gun control 
movement in the 
US after the 
Parkland school 
shooting. 

http://www.gameforourlives.com/ 



QUANTUM 
SCULPTURES 

These aren’t new 
but they’re still 
cool. Artist Julian 
Voss-Andreae 
creates sculptures 
out of plate steel 
that become 
invisible at certain 
angles. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ukukcQftowk 



APPLE HAS 
PROPOSED 13 
ACCESSIBLITY 
EMOJIS 

Apple has 
proposed 13 emoji 
to better represent 
individuals with 
disabilities. There 
are more to come. 
They first have to 
be ratified by the 
Unicode 
Consortium. 

https://blog.emojipedia.org/apple-proposes-new-accessibility-emojis/ 



MCDONALDS 
FOLLOW THE 
ARCHES 
SIGNS 

McDonald's is 
adapting its 
Golden Arches 
logo into 
directional 
roadside billboards 
for its restaurants. 

http://creativity-online.com/work/mcdonalds-follow-the-arches/53973 



HEAD  
TRACKING 
PORTAL 

Using the face 
tracking feature of 
the iPhone X, this 
3D portal effect 
on the phone’s 
screen is adjusted 
in real-time to 
give the sense of 
depth. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xjH8Q4xsKpo 



YOUTUBE BAN 
GUN CONTENT 

YouTube entered 
the gun debate by 
banning and 
removing any 
content that 
promotes gun 
sales or includes 
instructions to 
make firearms. 

https://www.engadget.com/2018/03/21/youtube-bans-gun-and-accessories-videos/ 



REAL-TIME CGI 
FROM MOTION 
CAPTURE 

The new Unreal 
game engine takes 
live-captured 
digital humans to 
the next level with 
the creation of 
“Siren” a high-
fidelity likeness of 
Chinese actress 
Bingjie Jiang.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NW6mYurjYZ0 



APPLE GETS 
KIDS CODING 
WITH SWIFT 
PLAYGROUNDS 

Swift Playgrounds 
is an app for iPad 
that makes 
learning Swift (the 
Apple app coding 
language) fun and 
interactive. 

https://www.apple.com/uk/swift/playgrounds/ 



US CAR GIANTS 
JOIN TO 
PROMOTE 
ELECTRIC CARS 

Drive Change. 
Drive Electric. Is 
a campaign by the 
car giants and key 
state governments 
in the US to put 
more electric cars 
on the road by 
providing useful 
information. 

https://driveelectricus.com/ 



GHOSTBUSTER
S WORLD AR 
GAME 

Sony and Google 
are collaborating 
on the release of 
the upcoming 
Ghostbusters 
World AR game. 
It’s Pokémon Go 
but with ghosts.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FecdzUQUTTA 



BANANA 
PASSPORT 

A group of 
graduates from 
Iceland have given 
a banana a 
passport to 
highlight the 
complexity of the 
food exportation 
process. 

https://bit.ly/2uUvznz 



STIR:  
CROWD 
SOURCED 
WAKE-UP CALL 

Stir is an app that 
allow you to be 
woken up by a 
stranger. An 
algorithm creates 
a brief for the 
‘waker’ so they 
know how to wake 
you in the most 
efficient way. 

http://www.juliai.com/stir 



ALTEREGO 
MIND READING 
INTERFACE 

MIT have created 
the AlterEgo 
device which 
allows wearers to 
control or 
converse with 
digital devices via 
thought alone.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RuUSc53Xpeg 



BITBRUSH 

Yes, it’s a 
toothbrush that 
mines Bitcoin as 
you brush, 
incentivising 
regular teeth 
brushing. Because, 
why not. 

https://getbitbrush.com/ 



CONVERT 3D 
MODELS TO 
KNITTING 
PATTERNS 

This experimental 
research can 
convert 3D mesh 
models directly to 
knitting patterns 
that automated 
knitting machine 
can produce. 

https://textiles-lab.github.io/publications/2018-autoknit/ 



OPEN 
DATA CAM 

Open Data Cam 
is a publicly 
available project 
that allows anyone 
to track and 
identify real time 
traffic flows and 
identify specific 
vehicles. 

https://opendatacam.moovellab.com/ 



BUMPY FOOD 
LABELS 

Dairy producer 
Arla teamed up 
with food tech 
start-up Mimica 
Touch to create 
labels that go 
bumpy when they 
reach their use-by 
date. 

https://www.mimicalab.com/ 



PAINT 
SPACE AR 
APP 

A free app that 
allows you to 
paint in 3D space 
using AR. Like 
having Tilt 
Brush… but 
without all the 
expensive kit. 
Google also have 
“Just a Line” 
[https://bit.ly/2Ev5VFn] 

https://www.paintspacear.com/ 



CHINA SOCIAL 
CREDIT 
SYSTEM GETS 
NEW RULES 

China’s National 
Development and 
Reform 
Commission 
released new laws 
that restrict 
citizens 
movements if they 
break laws. 

https://gizmodo.com/chinese-citizens-with-bad-social-credit-to-be-blocked-f-1823845648 



FONTCODE: 
CODE 
MESSAGES IN 
FONTS 

FontCode uses 
slight differences 
in character forms 
to encode 
messages. This 
allows messages to 
be encoded in 
blocks of text that 
are revealed via a 
dedicated app. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dejrBf9jW24 



HUMAN 
SURROGATE 
MASKS 

University of 
Tokyo have 
revealed the 
Chameleon Mask. 
It allows people to 
experience 
situations via 
surrogates wearing 
cameras and 
screens. 

https://lab.rekimoto.org/projects/chameleonmask/ 



TWITTER 
TIMESTAMP 
FEATURE 

Twitter now has a 
feature that lets 
you share a live or 
replay video 
starting at a 
specific time. 
Previously you 
had to scrub 
manually to the 
specified time.  

https://blog.twitter.com/official/en_us/topics/product/2018/video-timestamps.html 



BITCOIN’S 
BLOCKCHAIN 
CONTAINS 
DODGY STUFF 

Bitcoin’s 
blockchain can 
contain extra data. 
Many links to 
pornography, 
anti-democracy 
articles and state 
secrets have been 
discovered. 

https://www.coindesk.com/child-porn-bitcoin-blockchain-what-it-means/ 



HANDICAP 
INTERNATIONAL: 
BODYCANTWAIT 

Charity Handicap 
International 
produce 3D 
printed 
prosthetics. To 
raise awareness 
and funds, they 
fitted statues with 
prosthetic limbs. 
#bodycantwait  

https://bit.ly/2GMhVEu 



AND FINALLY… 
FLORAL FOAM 
PRESSING 
VIDEOS 

2017 was all about 
slime videos, 2018 
is starting with 
pressing wet floral 
foam. 
You couldn’t 
make this stuff up! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nZ2-kNdjVWY 
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