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DITCH 
PLASTIC,
USE BANANA 
LEAVES

Supermarkets in 
Thailand and 
Vietnam have 
adopted banana 
leaves for 
packaging instead 
of plastic. Currently 
just a trial but the 
plan is to go 
nationwide before 
the end of the year.

https://nextshark.com/banana-leaves-asia-plastic-packaging/



TESLA USED 
UNITY FOR 
IT’S IN-CAR
SCREEN

Unity is a fully-
featured game 
platform (among 
other things). Tesla 
has ported it to 
their entertainment 
system, so not only 
can you play the 
widely reported 
8bit games, but 
also awesomeness 
like Cuphead.

https://uk.ign.com/articles/2019/06/02/cuphead-will-be-playable-in-tesla-model-3-model-s-and-model-x-cars?



ITUNES IS 
DEAD

Apple announced at 
WWDC that it will 
be retiring iTunes 
after 18 years. It will 
be replaced by (the 
already existing) 
Apple Music, Apple 
Podcasts and Apple 
TV apps. Oh, and 
iTunes will still 
exist. Confused?

https://www.forbes.com/sites/davidphelan/2019/06/03/how-apple-killed-off-itunes-and-what-it-means/



APPLE 
ARKIT3 AND 
REALITYKIT 
LAUNCHED

Arkit is Apple’s AR 
platform. The new 
version can 
recognizing when 
people are in front 
of things, motion 
capture and multi-
face tracking and 
more. RealityKit 
allows devs to 
easily add AR to the 
real world.

https://venturebeat.com/2019/06/03/apple-reveals-arkit-3-with-realitykit/



SCIENTIST 
REVIVE A 
DEAD BRAIN. 
KINDA.

Ok, bit weird this 
one, but scientists 
at Yale have 
returned some 
function to a pig’s 
brain after 4 hours 
of being declared 
brain dead. This 
challenges the 
notion of clinical 
death and hints at 
brain transplants.

https://www.sciencefocus.com/nature/death-redefined-how-pig-brain-function-was-restored-after-slaughter/



AMAZON 
DRONES 
FINALLY GET 
U.S. LIFTOFF

The FAA has finally
cleared Amazon to 
fly delivery drones 
within the US. They 
will deliver items up 
to 2.3kg (about 17 
bananas) within a 
15 mile radius. The 
biggest issue they 
are still trying to 
solve is the 
annoying noise.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/technology-48536319



PAY FOR 
BEER WITH 
RECYCLED 
PLASTIC

For a one-day 
activation on World 
Ocean Day, Corona 
brought attention to 
ocean plastic by 
accepting 3 
recycled plastic 
bottles to pay for a 
beer. Lots of PR, 
not much evidence 
but sometimes, PR 
is what it’s about.

https://bioplasticsnews.com/2019/06/09/corona-will-accept-plastic-waste-as-payment-to-combat-ocean-pollution/



SLEEPY 
PEOPLE BUY 
DIFFERENT 
STUFF

Tired shoppers buy 
a wider variety of 
products. It turns 
out tired people use 
‘variety-seeking’ to 
keep themselves 
stimulated. With 
stores adopting 
face recognition, 
maybe they need to 
start targeting the 
sleepy faces.

https://www.adweek.com/brand-marketing/when-creating-campaigns-think-of-your-sleepy-consumers/



STRANGER 
THINGS 
UPSIDE-DOWN 
WHOPPER

It’s only available in 
11 locations across 
the US, but if you’re 
into Stranger 
Things, the Upside 
Down Whopper is 
for you. Interesting 
how Netflix can now 
command the 
promos previously 
reserved for 
Hollywood movies.

https://www.eater.com/2019/6/13/18677402/burger-king-stranger-things-upside-down-whopper-door-dash



FACEBOOK 
PAYS TO 
SNOOP ON 
YOU

Facebook has 
(re)launched its 
Study app which 
pays participants  
for sharing data on 
which apps they’re 
using, when and 
which features. 
The previous 
version paid $20 a 
month. It’s for U.S. 
Android users only.

https://www.facebook.com/facebookstudy



MELBOURNE 
SET TO BE 
UBER’S FIRST 
AIR TAXI CITY

Uber Elevate have 
switched their 2023 
air taxi launch from 
Dubai to 
Melbourne. The 
price of a trip will be 
comparable to a 
current Uber 
rideshare. They still 
have to get FAA 
approval so don’t 
hold your breath.

https://www.geekwire.com/2019/uber-shows-off-latest-concept-air-taxis-faa-chief-hits-hard-safety-issue/



BRANDS JUMP 
ON PRIDE

June is Pride month 
and lots of brands 
created themed 
products. Many in 
the LGBT+ 
community rightly 
questioned how the 
same companies 
we’re profiteering or 
had business in 
countries opposed 
to LGBT+ rights.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/newsbeat-48880927



GAMIFYING 
SURGERY

Level Ex have 4 
hyper-realistic 
games on the app 
store to allow 
medical students 
and surgeons to 
practice delicate 
invasive surgery 
like clearing 
airways or 
colonoscopy. 

https://www.level-ex.com/



LA LIGA SPIED 
ON ITS FANS

To catch bars 
streaming La Liga 
games illegally, the 
La Liga app 
secretly listened to 
background audio 
to identify a game 
being watched and 
tracked its location 
to bars. It also got 
caught and was 
fined £222,000.

https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2019/06/12/la-liga-spied-bars-showing-games-illegally-accessing-smartphones/



SHAMEFUL
PLASTIC 
BAGS

East West Market 
in Vancouver 
wanted to 
discourage single 
use plastic bag use 
so Rethink agency 
came up with these 
“shameful plastic 
bags”. 

https://www.adweek.com/creativity/forget-your-reusable-bags-this-grocers-embarrassing-plastic-sacks-will-help-you-remember/



DNA TESTS 
REDUCE AD 
AGENCY 
STEREOTYPING. 
MAYBE.

Unilever use staff 
DNA results to 
challenge their 
sense of identity 
and disrupt how 
they approach 
diversity. It resulted 
in a 35% reduction 
in unconscious 
stereotyping and a 
27% increase in 
“original thinking”.

https://www.bizjournals.com/bizwomen/news/latest-news/2019/06/dna-tests-help-unilever-shatter-stereotypes.html



EDIT VIDEO 
USING TEXT

This month’s 
worrying video 
generation 
example shows 
how video can be 
edited just by 
changing the text 
transcript. Words 
can be changed or 
created and the 
video will re-edit 
itself to match.

https://futurism.com/deepfake-ai-videos-match-transcript-edits



DEEPNUDE 
SHOWS AI’S 
SUPER-
CREEPY SIDE

An android app 
called DeepNude 
used AI to remove 
the clothes from 
uploaded 
photographs. It was 
banned almost 
instantly but also 
gave a glimpse of 
the really creepy 
and dark side of 
DeepFake tech.

https://www.vice.com/en_us/article/kzm59x/deepnude-app-creates-fake-nudes-of-any-woman



COMEDY 
50:50

Comedy 50:50 
aims to redress the 
gender imbalance 
in tv writing and 
on-screen 
representation of 
women. ITV have 
signed up to 
ensure that all 
writer’s rooms 
have gender parity.

https://comedy5050.com/



COMCAST’S 
EYE-
CONTROLLED 
REMOTE

Comcast have 
created an 
experimental 
remote control that 
allows those with 
motor-skill loss to 
control their TVs 
with their eyes. It 
can also be 
extended to control 
front doors or other 
IOT devices.

https://www.wired.com/story/comcast-eye-tracking-tv-remote



WALMART AI 
CHECKOUT 
CHEAT 
CATCHER

Walmart is 
introducing 
“Missed Scan 
Detection” to over 
1000 stores. It 
uses computer 
vision to detect 
items being 
physically scanned 
and checks 
whether they were 
actually registered.

https://www.businessinsider.com/walmart-tracks-theft-with-computer-vision-1000-stores-2019-6



IKEA SOFA 
DESIGNER

Ikea released a 
custom sofa 
designer and the 
internet got to work 
making their own 
creations. It’s not 
cheap though. This 
Dino sofa costs a 
whopping £8,090! 
They even released 
a free font made 
entirely of sofas. 

https://www.ikea.com/gb/en/planners/design-your-own-sofa-pube4af8d71



BRANDS ARE 
STARTING TO 
FIGURE OUT 
TIKTOK

Both Nike and 
Uniqlo launched big 
branded promotions 
on TikTok this 
month. Both used 
dance challenge 
competitions. Nike 
promoted female 
sport participation 
and Uniqlo 
incentivised clothes 
purchase. 

https://www.uniqlo.com/ut-play-your-world/us/en/



GOOGLE AIR 
GESTURING

The FCC finally 
approved a patent 
for Google to use 
‘air gesturing’ to 
control future 
Google Pixel 
phones. The 
coolest bit is it 
uses a Soli radar 
chip, which opens 
up all sorts of new 
features.

https://bit.ly/2XRcBLU



DODGY FACE 
RECOGNITION 
DATASETS

An investigation by 
the Financial Times 
uncovered a variety 
of face recognition 
datasets were using 
faces taken from 
the internet without 
consent. This 
included Microsoft 
which contained 10 
million “celeb” 
images.

https://www.vice.com/en_us/article/a3x4mp/microsoft-deleted-a-facial-recognition-database-but-its-not-dead



TESLA CAR 
KARAOKE IS 
NEAR

Teased late last 
year, it seems Tesla 
Car Karaoke will be 
in the next update 
(v10). It’s been long 
rumoured the 
internal, driver-
facing camera is for 
autopilot monitoring 
– or maybe just 
karaoke? Brands, 
jump in now…

https://electrek.co/2018/08/24/tesla-car-karaoke-mode-version-10-software-update/



INFINITE 
SOLAR 
POWERED 
FLIGHT

Well, until it gets 
dark. Harvard have 
created a flying 
micro-vehicle that 
can gain enough 
power from solar 
energy to keep 
itself in the air. Is 
this the start of free 
flight… or 24/7 
surveillance 
drones?

https://www.seas.harvard.edu/news/2019/06/robobee-flies-solo



1 IN 8 RENTAL 
CARS AREN’T 
DRIVEN

A report by NTT 
Docomo revealed 
that 1 in 8 rental 
cars in Tokyo are 
used for other 
activities such as 
sleeping, charging 
phones, getting 
changed or just 
waiting for meetings 
– not driving.

http://www.asahi.com/ajw/articles/AJ201907040011.html



IS GOOGLE 
ABOUT TO 
LAUNCH A 
QUANTUM 
COMPUTER?

Quantum 
computers have the 
potential to 
revolutionise 
processor speeds. 
Google announced 
their quantum 
programme is fast 
catching up with 
existing processors 
and will soon 
overtake them.

https://www.quantamagazine.org/does-nevens-law-describe-quantum-computings-rise-20190618/



CANNES GRAND 
PRIX WINNERS

June was Cannes 
month and 
amongst the usual 
awkward PR, the 
actual awards 
happened. Burger 
King took away the 
Platinum Lion while 
Nike and Colin 
Kaepernick took 
the OOH Grand 
Prix. Well done all!

https://www.creativereview.co.uk/cannes-lions-winners-2019/



THE BOTTLE 
CAP 
CHALLENGE

It started when 
Taekwondo fighter 
Farabi Davletchin 
posted his 
BottleCapChallenge 
then the internet 
went nuts. Celebs 
including Mariah 
Carey, Jason 
Statham and Ryan 
Reynolds all got 
involved…

https://twitter.com/search?q=%23bottlecapchallenge
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