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DEEP FAKE 
NEWS ANCHOR
IN CHINA

China's Xinhua 
News Agency 
unveiled the "world's 
first AI news 
anchor”. It’s just a 
demo for now but 
the aim is to have 
24 hour news 
relayed by animated 
news anchors. Now 
imagine a Piers 
Morgan version…

https://www.npr.org/2018/11/09/666239216/ai-news-anchor-makes-debut-in-china



YOU’RE ON 
TIKTOK, RIGHT?

Chinese social 
platform TikTok 
merged with 
Musical.ly and have 
pretty much taken 
over the world. You 
shoot short (mostly 
lip-sync) videos to 
music, edit them 
and add effects.  
Challenges are 
super popular too. 

https://www.thenational.ae/arts-culture/what-is-tiktok-your-ultimate-guide-to-the-video-sharing-app-1.808794



MACY’S AND 
FACEBOOK 
POPUPS

In a slightly abstract 
but symbiotic 
partnership,  
Facebook sell their 
most popular 
products via popups 
in 9 Macy’s stores. 
Facebook run ads to 
promote the 
popups. Everyone 
learns something.

https://www.adweek.com/digital/facebook-and-macys-holiday-partnership-is-a-testing-ground-for-both-brands/



GREGGS 
REVERSE THEIR 
LOGO TO GET 
NOTICED

Fenwick's Christmas 
window display in 
Newcastle draws 
the crowds. The 
Greggs shop 
opposite reversed 
their sign so that 
their brand 
appeared correctly 
in the Fenwick's 
window reflection.

https://www.thedrum.com/news/2018/11/04/cheeky-greggs-reverses-shop-logo-capitalise-fenwicks-christmas-window-display



K/DA: THE AR 
POP BAND

The League of 
Legends World 
Championship 
opened with a mix 
of live and 
augmented 
performers “on 
stage”. K/DA are, er, 
POP/STARS from 
South Korean. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WYSJIoehGq0&feature=youtu.be&t=82



US ARMY HAS
A FORTNITE 
TEAM

The United States 
Army has an 
eSports Team 
drawn from the 
Regular Army and 
Army Reserves. In a 
year where they 
missed their 
recruiting targets for 
the first time since 
2005, it’s possibly a 
shrewd move.

https://www.pcgamer.com/uk/the-us-army-is-starting-its-own-esports-team/



PROXY 
ADDRESS: A 
FIXED ADDRESS 
FOR THE 
HOMELESS

This novel idea by 
Hildrey Studio 
allows the homeless 
to use one of the 
UKs 500,000 empty 
houses to apply for 
services such as 
bank accounts. A 
postal redirect then 
sends the post on to 
their current 
temporary location.

https://www.dezeen.com/2019/01/03/proxyaddress-hildrey-studio-uk-homelessness-architecture/



BOAT ADS 

Not enough ads in 
your city? Have a 
river? Ballyhoo 
Media have the 
answer. These 
floating LED panels 
have caused as 
much intrigue as 
they have outrage 
from locals. Gets 
the brain juices 
flowing though...

https://ballyhooboats.com/



RALPH BREAKS 
THE INTERNET

Disney continue 
their partnership 
with The Void with 
their Ralph Breaks 
the Internet VR 
experience. Enter a 
physical space and 
interact via VR. 
While VR isn’t great 
for mass marketing, 
it’s great for these 
live experiences.

xxx



COCA COLA 
REFRESHED 
THEIR FEED

Let’s face it, Coca 
Cola’s social game 
has become tired, 
but this campaign, 
launched on World 
Kindness Day 
erased ALL their 
previous content 
and started again. 
“Spreading 
optimism, one bottle 
at a time”. Yaaay! 

https://twitter.com/CocaCola



A REMOTE 
CONTROL FOR 
REALITY

Abhishek Singh 
made an AR app to 
control real 
appliances. It’s a 
mix of ARkit, Wifi 
Raspberry Pi Zero 
and a lot of dodgy 
power relays and 
sticky tape, but the 
result is kinda 
verging on magic.

https://blog.hackster.io/abhishek-singhs-augmented-reality-app-provides-a-fascinating-way-to-interact-with-iot-1bdb3983d781



GOOGLE 
DUPLEX
ROLLS OUT

If you have an 
aversion to actually 
talking to humans, 
Google Duplex 
voice assistant is 
now rolling out. 
While the process is 
tedious, it’s worth 
listening to the call 
the recipients 
receive. Impressive.

DUPLEX: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r40e_dXmINo RESTAURANT: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x_FuvIwSxT4

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r40e_dXmINo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x_FuvIwSxT4


ROBOTIC 
BOTTLE 
FLIPPING

Remember bottle 
flipping? Well, it’s 
another thing that 
robots can do better 
than you thanks to 
these Japanese 
technical college 
students. Check out 
the video from the 
official Robocon 
2018 competition.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sZm9ZEpvolw

YES, that has 
landed on its cap!



FACEBOOK 
LAUNCHES 
LASSO
(AKA COPIES 
TIKTOK) 

TikTok is pretty 
popular in China, 
with its 15 second 
videos shot directly 
via the app with 
libraries of music to 
add. So naturally, 
Facebook has 
shamelessly copied 
it pretty much 
feature for feature.

https://techcrunch.com/2018/11/09/lasso-facebook-app-store/



SNCF OPEN 
BEACON 
COMPETITION

SNCF, the French 
rail network is 
adding hundreds of 
Bluetooth beacons 
to its stations. They 
ran a competition to 
invite novel ways to 
use the beacons. 
This entry shows a 
wayfinding example. 
Top marks SNCF! 

https://twitter.com/MuseoPic/status/1066264544266326016/video/1



ANGI CRASH 
DETECTION 
HELMETS

Specialized have a 
range of helmets 
with built-in crash 
detection. The ANGi 
system will start a 
countdown when a 
crash is detected 
and call a pre-
defined contact 
unless you are well 
enough to cancel it.

https://www.bikeradar.com/news/article/specialized-2019-helmets-53311/



AI IS BETTER 
THAN 
LAWYERS

In a task to review 
the risks contained 
in 5 NDA legal 
documents, AI 
matched the best 
lawyer, but did it in 
26 seconds rather 
than 92 minutes. 
Ideally this will start 
to open up legal 
representation to 
poorer communities.

https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2018/11/this-ai-outperformed-20-corporate-lawyers-at-legal-work



OREO MUSIC 
BOX

Oreo created a 
music box that plays 
different music 
depending on which 
Oreo you place on 
the turntable (or 
how much you’ve 
eaten of it). 
Available on 
Amazon… well, it 
was for Christmas.

https://www.nme.com/news/music/oreo-releasing-record-player-actually-plays-music-2416420



TESTIMATIC 
CANCER CHECK

FCB Inferno and 
Testicular Cancer 
New Zealand 
created the 
Testimatic which 
took a pretty low 
tech approach to 
checking for 
testicular cancer. 
More than 170 men 
got their testicles 
checked.

https://www.nzherald.co.nz/lifestyle/news/article.cfm?c_id=6&objectid=12160792



VW WILL END 
COMBUSTION 
ENGINES AFTER 
2026

If you love cars and 
pollution, set your 
diary for 2026! 
That’s when VW 
predicts its last 
internal combustion 
engine development 
project will begin. 
VW are now 
committed to 
electric production. 
Can’t think why…

https://www.drivingelectric.com/news/732/vw-stop-developing-petrol-and-diesel-cars-2026
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GOOGLE LENS 
AVAILABLE FOR 
ALL – MOSTLY

Google Lens has 
been available for 
Android for a while 
but it’s now rolling 
out for iPhone too. 
It’s available in the 
Google App and 
allows you to use 
visual search via 
your camera. Maybe 
time update your 
Google app…

https://lens.google.com/



BURGER KING’S
1¢ BURGER 
MAKES IT THE 
#1 APP TOO

The Burger King 
app allowed people 
to order a Whopper 
for 1¢ if they were 
near a McDonald’s 
(for the earned PR). 
This simple strategy 
took their app from 
410 to number 1 on 
the US App Store. 
Now that’s an 
acquisition strategy!

https://bluedot.io/blog/burger-kings-whopper-deal-conquesting/



LIFE-SIZE 
UBER
TOY CARS

Just when you 
thought you hadn’t 
seen a weird Uber 
stunt for a while, 
Uber crack out a 
weird stunt. These 
life-sized toy cars 
can be hired via the 
app and help donate 
to a kids toy charity 
in the process.

https://www.uber.com/fr/blog/uber-toys/



PORNHUB 2018 
DATA REVIEW

The Pornhub Review 
should be a highlight 
for media buyers and 
strategists 
everywhere. Some 
fascinating insights. 
In short, avoid 
booking media 
between 3-5pm or 
after 10pm, your 
audience may be a 
bit busy. 

https://www.pornhub.com/insights/2018-year-in-review



TAYLOR SWIFT 
TRACKED 
STALKERS 
WITH FACE 
RECOGNITION

Taylor Swift fans 
who viewed 
rehearsal clips via a 
kiosk at her Rose 
Bowl concert were 
secretly having their 
faces scanned and 
cross-referenced 
against a known list 
of her stalkers. 

https://bit.ly/2Pzha5l



NVIDEO CAN 
GENERATE 
ANYTHING

Nvidea showed their 
latest generative 
adversarial demo. It 
means they can 
take several input 
images, combine 
them and generate 
photorealistic 
results. In essence, 
they can generate 
any image to order, 
even faces.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kSLJriaOumA&feature=youtu.be



PEWDIEPIE 
HACK EXPOSES 
IOT SECURITY 
HOLES

A hacker made 
internet-connected 
printers (and 
Chromecasts) 
display a message 
to draw attention 
that they were 
vulnerable to attack. 
The cheeky 
message promoted 
PewDiePie’s 
YouTube channel.

https://motherboard.vice.com/en_us/article/mbyyay/hacker-promoting-pewdiepie-stops-hacking-because-of-harassment



WILL THERE BE 
A WHATSAPP 
CRYPTO COIN?

I’ve been banging 
on about this for 
years and looks like 
it’s finally 
happening! Phew! 
Facebook looks to 
be creating a 
“stablecoin”, pegged 
to US dollar rates. 
Could this be a way 
to pay to avoid your 
data being abused?

https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2018-12-21/facebook-is-said-to-develop-stablecoin-for-whatsapp-transfers



APPLE 
PATENTS
AHOY!

Apple have 
patented what looks 
like an OLED fabric, 
a taxi hailing 
system, a 
multiplayer game 
platform and 
controller. The next 
iPhone may follow 
Samsung with a 
hole rather than a 
notch too. Maybe.

https://www.inverse.com/article/52163-apple-patents-three-new-products



RUSSIA’S
(NOT SO) 
ADVANCED 
ROBOT…

Russia unveiled its 
most advanced 
robot to date at a 
televised technology 
conference. Experts 
were instantly 
sceptical, mainly as 
you could see the 
neck of the guy in 
the robot suit. 
There’s are huskies 
inside Teslas btw.

https://www.outerplaces.com/science/item/19163-boris-robot-costume-russian
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