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BLACK HORNET 
POCKET-SIZED 
KILLER DRONES

If, like me, you’ve 
been concerned at 
the lack of killer 
drones on the 
market, fear not, 
FLIR Systems has 
this little fella’ that 
can fly up to 2km 
miles at 14mph. It 
just has a camera… 
for now.

https://www.businessinsider.com/us-soldiers-will-soon-receive-these-awesome-new-pocket-sized-drones-2019-2?



aaa

INDIA GETS ALL 
LALIGA GAMES 
FREE ON 
FACEBOOK

All 2019 season 
LaLiga games will 
be broadcasted 
on Facebook in 
India for free. Why? 
Good question. 
Facebook are 
seeing the benefit of 
using football to 
draw in new users in 
a developing 
market.

https://www.sportskeeda.com/football/la-liga-india-telecast-how-to-watch-all-the-games-on-facebook-for-free



BANDERSNATCH 
EASTER EGG

The interactive 
ending to the 
Bandersnatch 
episode of Black 
Mirror had a secret. 
It required the audio 
to be compiled on a 
1980’s ZX Spectrum 
computer to 
generate a QR 
code… that led to a 
game. No, seriously.

https://www.thewrap.com/black-mirror-bandersnatch-post-credits-scene-secret-ending-easter-egg-tuckersoft-bus-zx-spectrum/



EU COPYRIGHT 
DIRECTIVE 
RUMBLES ON

The EU CD is a bit 
like sepsis - not 
many people know 
about it, but it’s 
really bad. It makes 
apps and site 
responsible for all 
content on their 
platforms, even if it’s 
uploaded by users. 
It gets ratified in 
March... or may not.

https://www.eff.org/deeplinks/2019/01/now-everybody-hates-new-eu-copyright-directive



FACEBOOK 
MESSENGER, 
WHATSAPP & 
INSTAGRAM
TO MERGE

You read that right. 
Plans are afoot to 
merge them all into 
one app, maybe by 
the end of 2019. It’s 
not as mad as it 
seems. This is the 
way Chinese mega-
platforms like Weibo 
have developed. 
AOL anyone?

https://www.msn.com/en-gb/money/technology/facebook-to-merge-instagram-whatsapp-and-messenger/ar-BBSIY02



WECHAT 
PAYMENT 
WRESTLING

The weirdest use of 
digital money 
transfer of the 
month goes to these 
students in China. 
Their phones have 
the cameras active 
and simply scan a 
QR code to transfer 
the money if their 
arms get close to 
the table.

[No LINK]



A EGG BREAKS 
THE INTERNET

A photo of an egg 
has become the 
most liked image on 
Instagram, 
overtaking a year-
old image from Kylie 
Jenner. 
Nobody knows 
who’s behind the 
egg but clues lead 
to London… It’s not 
me btw. Nope.

https://techcrunch.com/2019/01/13/instagram-egg-kylie-jenner/



SELF-SERVE 
POPUP 
NANOSTORES

AiFi provides popup 
stores that do not 
need staff to run. 
Like Amazon Go, 
you walk in, grab 
your goods and go. 
They contain 
sensors, cameras 
and auto-payment 
to make it a cashier-
free experience.

https://venturebeat.com/2019/01/13/aifi-markets-nanostore-a-tiny-white-label-cashierless-store/



SMART WOOD

There were lots of 
smart devices at 
CES this year but 
this one really stood 
out. Yep, Mui 
brought their smart 
plank. It’s not as 
daft as it seems. It 
signals a welcome 
move towards more 
calming, human-
centric tech. 

https://mui.jp/#jp



FORTNIGHT 
PUTS UP A 
$100M PRIZE 
POOL

Yes, you heard that 
right, another one-
hundred-million-
dollar prize fund for 
players entering the 
Fortnite World Cup 
in 2019. Each of the 
200 qualifiers will 
win $50,000, with 
the winner taking 
home $3m.
Wowzers!

https://www.epicgames.com/fortnite/en-US/news/fortnite-world-cup-details



YOU WANTED
A FOLDING 
PHONE, RIGHT?

Nobody asked for it 
but every phone 
manufacturer seems 
to be releasing 
prototype folding 
phones this month. 
Even Samsung 
revealed the Galaxy 
Fold but kudos to 
Royole for launching 
theirs first. Damnit, I 
actually want one.

https://www.samsung.com/uk/smartphones/galaxy-fold/



US 
GOVERNMENT 
WORKERS LOVE 
PORN

Pornhub released 
data during the US 
Government 
shutdown. 
Washington DC use 
was up 6.32%. The 
park rangers were 
maybe responsible 
for the 71% 
increase in the 
search for “Outdoor” 
porn. Crazy times.

https://www.pornhub.com/insights/government-shutdown



1 TRILLION TO 
THE 10TH 
POWER

The internets went 
nuts this month with 
the “1 trillion to the 
10th power” 
challenge. Asking 
Siri what the answer 
was produced the 
“zero beat”. What 
happened next was 
marvellous. 
Definitely follow the 
link… 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H4wJH-9nRDQ



STOP!
DON’T DRINK & 
SHOP FOLKS!

Not a new report but 
interesting 
nonetheless. Turns 
out that each of us 
spends about £290 
on purchases each 
year while drunk. 
Gin drinkers are the 
worst! Media buyers 
may want to factor 
that into their next 
ad buy…

https://www.cnbc.com/2018/07/27/how-much-money-shopping-on-amazon-while-drunk-could-be-costing-you.html



WILL PHONES 
DETECT 
POLLUTION?

Apple has been 
granted a patent to 
include gas sensors 
on iDevices and 
computers. Could 
this be the start of a 
new health feature 
built into fitness 
trackers and 
personal devices?

https://www.patentlyapple.com/patently-apple/2019/01/one-of-apples-next-health-sensors-for-devices-could-save-your-life-
by-detecting-invisible-deadly-gases.html



BLUETOOTH 
CHIP POWERED 
BY AIR

Ok, it’s actually 
powered by 
harvesting energy 
from ambient WiFi 
radiation but this 
Bluetooth chip can 
sense weight and 
temperature then 
send the results via 
Bluetooth… all 
without a battery.

https://futurism.com/the-byte/battery-free-bluetooth-chip



FITBIT FOR 
WORK AND 
INSURANCE

Fitbit recently 
launched the Inspire 
fitness tracker. But 
this one is only 
available to 
corporate 
employees and 
health insurance 
members. The aim 
is to being 
insurance costs 
down for the wearer.

https://healthsolutions.fitbit.com/devices/inspire/



THIS PERSON 
DOES NOT 
EXIST

Nope, none of these 
faces belong to real 
people. They are 
generated on the fly 
by a generative 
adversarial network. 
While this has been 
done before, it’s 
now possible to 
generate them 
almost instantly...
on a website.

https://thispersondoesnotexist.com/



aaa

ZWIFT STARTS 
TO GET REAL

Zwift, the cycle 
training simulator, 
has announced that 
competitors in its 
2019 National 
Championships will 
require a real-world 
race licence to 
compete. The UCI 
are also launching 
their eSports World 
Championships.

https://zwiftinsider.com/2019-nats-announced/



FACEBOOK’S 
LOL APP FOR 
TEENS LIVES… 
BRIEFLY.

Facebook have a 
real problem 
attracting teens. 
Their latest attempt 
called LOL was 
discontinued this 
month, almost as 
soon as it was 
announced. 
Messenger Kids is 
where they are 
focussing. LOL!

https://techcrunch.com/2019/01/18/facebook-lol/



THE WEIRDEST 
TWITTER CHAIN 
OF THE MONTH 
GOES TO…

It all started fairly 
quietly but then the 
internet did it usual 
nutty thing. The 
“Hello, I’m a 
professor” meme 
started an 
avalanche of tweets 
where people did 
their own version, 
sharing job clichés.

https://knowyourmeme.com/memes/hello-im-a-professor-in-a-movie



VR FIRE 
SAFETY

VR may be 
struggling to get 
mass adoption but 
for training, it’s 
already well 
advanced. This 
example from Rivr 
allows fire scene 
investigators to 
replay fires to 
explore different 
outcomes.

https://rivr.uk/



https://www.eurogamer.net/articles/2019-01-21-a-sim-racer-just-beat-an-ex-f1-driver-in-a-real-life-race

THE FALL OF 
THE SKILLED 
SPORTS 
CELEBRITY?

Esports competitor 
Enzo Bonito beat 
ex-F1 and current 
FormulaE racer 
Lucas De Grassi in 
a physical race. He 
also beat three-time 
Indy 500 winner 
Ryan Hunter-Reay. 
Is this the start of 
eGamers upsetting 
real life athletes? 



aaa

MARSHMELLO 
LIVE DJ SET IN 
FORTNITE

Players logging on 
to play their usual 
deathmatch had the 
option to visit a 
surprise location 
called “Pleasant 
Park” where they 
could listen to a live 
10 minute set by 
Marshmello. 10 
million players 
experienced it.

https://www.tubefilter.com/2019/02/04/fortnite-marshmello-concert-youtube-number-players/



AI TEXT 
GENERATOR 
TOO 
DANGEROUS TO 
RELEASE

OpenAI kinda 
released an AI 
system that could 
generate as much 
fake text as a fake 
bot could ever want. 
It shone a light on 
whether AI creators 
should be 
responsible for the 
damage their 
creations do.

https://venturebeat.com/2019/02/22/ai-weekly-experts-say-openais-controversial-model-is-a-potential-threat-to-society-and-science/



VARJO EYE-
RESOLUTION VR

If you have $6k to 
spend on a VR 
headset, this is the 
one for you. The 
Varjo VR-1 has a 
clever technique to 
pack 3000 pixels 
per inch into the 
centre of their 
display… that pretty 
much the same as 
the human eye.

https://vimeo.com/272367198



WILL 5G 
PHONES FRY 
YOUR FINGERS?

Motorola thinks so. 
A recent document 
details a special 
case mod for a Moto 
Z3 phone with 5G 
capabilities that 
shuts of its 5G 
modem if fingers are 
detected nearby. 
Maybe time to 
invest in foil gloves.

https://www.theverge.com/2019/2/16/18227951/motorola-5g-moto-mod-fcc-millimeter-wave-proximity-z3-pro



THE 
POWERCLOUD 
LETS DRONES 
FLY FOREVER

Distance wireless 
charging is the 
awesome cousin of 
the lame wireless 
charging we have in 
phones. It can send 
a beam of energy 
up to 40m away. 
One use is powering 
drones drones from 
the ground so they 
can fly forever.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F5SKa2M8iSE&feature=youtu.be&t=75



THE EMPTY 
LEGO AR STORE

To celebrate London 
fashion Week, 
LEGO hooked up 
with Snapchat to 
create a seemingly 
empty store with 
product only visible 
(and purchasable) 
using Snapchat’s 
AR lens.

https://www.standard.co.uk/tech/snapchat-lego-wear-store-fitzrovia-a4065681.html



TV JOCKSTRAP:
LOW TECH 
SPOILER 
BLOCKER

And finally, the 
product you didn’t 
know you needed, 
the TV JockStrap. 
It’s a wide elastic 
band that straps 
around your TV to 
cover the score 
ticker along the 
bottom of your 
favourite live 
games. Obviously.

http://tvjockstrap.com/
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