
MARCH
2019



THE CREEPY 
MIT ROBOT 
DOG THING 
DOES 
BACKFLIPS

MIT’s Mini Cheetah 
can now do 
backflips. In fact, 
it’s the first four-
legged robot to do 
that. What’s next? 
Apparently they 
are working on the 
robot’s ability to be 
thrown in the air 
and land on its 
feet, like a cat. 

http://news.mit.edu/2019/mit-mini-cheetah-first-four-legged-robot-to-backflip-0304



EXPENSIVE 
CHAT

The interwebs is 
still on the hunt for 
the ultimate get-
rich-for-doing-
stupid-stuff 
scheme and this is 
the latest 
contender. Leave a 
message but pay 1 
penny for every 
character.

https://expensive.chat/



APPLE 
WATCH ECG 
COMES TO 
THE UK

The Apple Watch 4 
update added ECG 
heart monitoring. 
It's now available 
in the UK. Yay! 
Another step 
towards Apple’s 
plan to own your 
health records. 
Check the link for a 
great example from 
the US.

https://www.reddit.com/r/AppleWatch/comments/a40qm5/heading_to_a_cardiologist/



FOLKS ARE 
GETTING 
PISSY ABOUT 
DRONE NOISE

Residents in 
Bonython, Australia 
aren’t happy about 
Google’s year-long 
delivery drone test. 
In short, they’re 
properly noisy. 
Google responded 
with quieter 
drones. Still, fresh 
burritos in 4 
minutes? Cool!

https://www.abc.net.au/news/2019-03-09/google-drones-group-of-angry-residents-in-australia-fight-back/10885254



THE MOMO 
CHALLENGE 
HOAX

The MOMO 
Challenge caused 
panic in the media, 
daring kids to harm 
themselves. 
However, nobody 
really stopped to 
check if it was a 
hoax. Which it was. 
A practical lesson 
in how fake stories 
spread.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/technology-47393510



THE DANGER 
OF SURVIVOR 
BIAS IN AI

A trend in 
Specialized 
Artificial 
Intelligence is to 
favour the outcome 
that ‘won’. But 
that’s not always a 
smart assumption. 
If you’re into AI, 
this article about 
survivor bias is a 
great read…

https://cognitiveworld.com/articles/dog-did-not-bark-night-danger-survivor-bias-ai



IKEA 
THISABLES

ThisAbles project 
was created to 
enable people with 
special
needs to enjoy the 
quality of life 
provided by IKEA 
products. The 
items can be 3D 
printed for free.

https://thisables.com/en/



DOMINO’S
IN-CAR 
ORDERING 
APP

Domino’s has 
launched an in-car 
ordering app that 
allows payments to 
be taken via the 
car’s entertainment 
system. The 
Domino’s AnyWare 
pizza ordering app 
will be pre-loaded 
into millions of cars 
early 2019.

https://www.xevo.com/dominos-in-car-ordering-2019/



BURGER KING 
ASKS YOU TO 
BURN RIVAL 
ADS

Burger King in 
Brazil added a 
feature to their app 
that let customers 
use AR to burn 
other ads and 
hopefully win a free 
Whopper. Neat 
way to use your 
rival’s OOH ad 
spend for free.

https://www.thedrum.com/news/2019/03/20/burger-king-app-lets-users-burn-rival-fast-food-ads-exchange-free-whopper



PHILADELPHIA 
BANS 
CASHLESS 
STORES

Philadelphia has 
become the first 
major US city to 
ban cashless
stores and 
restaurants. It 
comes into law in 
July and is aimed 
to prevent 
discrimination 
against the 
unbanked. 

https://www.finextra.com/newsarticle/33500/philadelphia-bans-cashless-stores



HIDING VIDEO 
ADS IN PLAIN 
SIGHT

Digital ad fraud is 
said to drain $20bn 
from ad servers in 
2019. A new 
technique is to run 
highly lucrative 
video ads behind 
static banners in 
Android apps. All 
users notice is a 
quickly drained 
battery. Nice.

https://www.buzzfeednews.com/article/craigsilverman/in-banner-video-ad-fraud



AUTONOMOUS 
RACE CARS 
JUST GOT 
BETTER

By testing the 
physical limits of 
speeding cars, 
Stanford engineers 
hope to develop 
safer autonomous 
driving systems. 
Shelley (the car) 
nears speeds of 
120mph as it tears 
around a racetrack.

https://www.theverge.com/2019/3/31/18285824/self-driving-car-race-car-stanford-research



ZUCK’S 
FUTURE 
THOUGHTS

A recent MIT 
interview with the 
Zuck offered his 
thoughts on the 
future if tech. 
What’s on his list? 
Private messaging. 
Stories. Human 
tech interactions 
and mind reading 
interfaces. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WGchhsKhG-A&feature=youtu.be&t=5645



TWTTR APP

Twitter has 
launched a secret 
“prototyping” app 
called Twttr. It 
allows them to test 
new ideas without 
messing up the 
main Twitter app. 
Even the first test 
shows some 
interesting design 
changes…

https://techcrunch.com/2019/03/12/a-first-look-at-twitters-new-prototype-app-twttr/

Original New



IDACT MAKES 
DUMB THINGS 
SMART

IDAct uses RFID 
readers around the 
home to detect the 
movement of any 
object with a 
battery-free RFID 
sticker attached. 
The system can be 
used track items or 
people around the 
house.

https://news.umich.edu/all-things-could-be-part-of-the-internet-of-things-with-new-rfid-system/



TURN 
SKETCHES 
INTO 
REALISTIC 
SCENES

Bob Ross wouldn’t 
like this.. NVIDIA 
GauGAN can take 
a blocky sketch 
and fill in the rest. 
Another mad use 
of generative 
adversarial 
networks (GAN). 
Hats of to the team 
for the GauGAN 
pun.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p5U4NgVGAwg



SIDEKICK 
DRONES ARE 
A THING

Within a week of 
each other , 
Boeing and Kratos 
unveiled their 
“sidekick” drones. 
Autonomous 
drones that 
accompany 
manned fighter jets 
into battle. First 
flight will be 2020. 
Not scary. Nope.

https://www.popularmechanics.com/military/aviation/a26557506/boeing-loyal-wingman-drone/



APPLE AR 
GLASSES? 
MAYBE…

A new patent filed 
by Apple adds a 
little more weight 
that they have their 
eyes focused on 
AR. Their first 
patent was back in 
2017 but rumours 
suggest we could 
see something by 
2020.

https://www.inverse.com/article/52784-apple-ar-glasses-employees-are-quietly-meeting-firms-and-filing-patents



GOOGLE’S 
NEST HAD A 
HIDDEN 
MICROPHONE

Google’s Nest 
Guard, the hub for 
their Nest Security 
System had a 
software update 
that turned it into a 
smart speaker 
using it’s… er, 
secret microphone. 
It’s been out since 
2017 and folks 
weren’t happy…

https://www.engadget.com/2019/02/27/congress-questions-nest-secure-mic/



GOOGLE 
STADIA 
CLOUD 
GAMING

This has been 
coming for a while 
and is now sort of 
here. It’s a 
paradigm shift in 
gaming where 
games are 
rendered in the 
cloud and “played” 
via a live video 
stream. Confused? 
Just click the link…

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VG06H7IQ9Aw



INSTAGRAM 
SHOPPING 
”CHECKOUT” 
FEATURE

Instagram has had 
shoppable posts 
for a fair while but 
a new US-only test 
allows you to 
check out and 
purchase the items 
directly within 
Instagram. Just 
enter your card 
details.

https://instagram-press.com/blog/2019/03/19/instagram-checkout/



MEET Q, THE 
GENDERLESS 
VOICE OF THE 
FUTURE

Q is a genderless 
voice, neither male 
nor female in tone. 
It aims to tackle 
technology bias 
and the 
stereotypes around 
female voice 
assistants. 
Ironically, it’s  
causing a bunch of 
conversations.

https://qz.com/work/1577597/this-ai-voice-is-gender-neutral-unlike-siri-and-alexa/



EYE 
TRACKING 
MAKES SURE 
YOU WATCH 
THE ADS

PreShow is a new 
app that rewards 
users with free 
movie tickets… as 
long as you sit 
through 15-20 
minutes of ads. 
The app uses eye 
tracking to make 
sure you don’t 
cheat. Has it really  
come to this?

https://www.indiewire.com/2019/03/preshow-free-movie-tickets-facial-recognition-moviepass-1202053168/



CARTOON 
NETWORK 
GAMIFY TV 
WATCHING

CN have released 
CN Arcade, an app 
with mini games 
that listens to your 
background noise 
to see if you’re 
watching CN…
and unlocks digital 
collectibles based 
on what show 
you’re watching. A 
little creepy maybe? 

https://variety.com/2019/gaming/news/app-lets-you-collect-figures-play-games-while-watching-cartoon-network-1203150787/



SOLDIER 
CHARGED FOR 
VIRTUAL 
VIOLENCE

In the first case of 
it’s kind, a soldier 
has been formally 
charged after going 
rogue during a 
virtual battlefield 
exercise. The 
unidentified 
Rifleman was 
formally charged 
with disobeying 
orders.

https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2019/03/24/soldier-charged-going-rogue-computer-game-virtual-battlefield/



BLEED FOR 
THE THRONE

It’s Game of 
Thrones season 
again but better 
than that, the 
SXSW popup 
“Bleed for the 
Throne” 
encouraged fans to 
give blood… just 
like the sacrifices 
of their GOT 
characters. 

http://www.makinggameofthrones.com/production-diary/bleed-for-the-throne-2019-sxsw-experience



GAME OF 
THRONES 
WATER SHOW

The Bellagio in Las 
Vegas put on a 
light projection 
show to launch 
season 8 of Game 
of Thrones. We’ve 
seen water 
projection shows 
before but this one 
also sets the water 
on fire too. A first 
for the Bellagio.

https://www.reviewjournal.com/entertainment/entertainment-columns/kats/game-of-thrones-water-show-comes-alive-on-las-vegas-strip-video-1630727/



TRAVEL 
AGENTS ARE 
DYING.
HOTELS COULD 
BE NEXT…

A recent report by 
McKinsey showed 
the stark effect of 
online booking on 
the travel agents. 
I.e. hotels made 8x 
more revenue 
when guests didn’t 
use them. Hotels 
themselves could 
be next with the 
rise of Airbnb. 

https://www.businessinsider.com/travel-agents-vs-online-hotel-bookings-2015-12?r=UK



SPEED 
LIMITED CARS 
ARE COMING 
TO EUROPE IN 
2022

All new cars sold 
from 2022 will have 
speed restrictors 
fitted. They will use 
a mix of GPS and 
road sign detection 
using cameras. 
Initially they will 
have a manual 
override but the 
plan is to go fully 
automatic.

https://etsc.eu/intelligent-speed-assistance-isa/



TESLA 
FINALLY
DELIVERED 
THEIR JOKE

A little too early for 
April Fools but 
March saw the 
launch of the new 
Tesla Model Y. 
Weird naming… 
until you see what 
the end game was. 
SEXY. Reeeeeal 
mature guys, real 
mature.

https://cleantechnica.com/2019/03/16/tesla-brings-s3xy-to-life-with-model-y-launch/

Model S
Model 3
Model X
Model Y
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