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5 SEATER 
ELECTRIC 
PLANE TAKES 
OFF. KINDA.

The Lilium all-
electric, 5-seater 
plane made its first 
test flight. The 
video may be a 
little cheesy but 
this one is different 
from all the other 
empty PR 
releases… it 
actually has a real, 
flying plane in it!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8qotuu8JjQM



QUANTUM 
ART

If you’ve been 
wondering when I’ll 
feature a 100 
micron-wide Mona 
Lisa projected onto 
a blob of gaseous 
Bose-Einstein 
condensate 
quantum matter… 
it’s your lucky day!
Sit back, relax and 
enjoy…

https://www.uq.edu.au/news/article/2019/05/scientists-paint%E2%80%99-mona-lisa-quantum-canvas



APPLE CREDIT 
CARD

Apple finally 
launched a credit 
card. It has no fees 
and is making 
waves in the 
finance world by 
creating a truly 
frictionless, 
consumer-first 
banking 
experience.

https://www.apple.com/apple-card/



YOUTUBE WILL 
CREATE YOUR 
6 SEC BUMPER 
FOR YOU

YouTube introduced 
the 6 second 
bumper ad format a 
while back but their 
prototype “Bumper 
Machine” can now 
take your long ads, 
understand the 
good parts and 
create the 6 second 
version 
automatically.

https://9to5google.com/2019/05/13/youtube-bumper-machine-testing/



$1.3M FOR A 
LAPTOP FULL 
OF VIRUSES

Artist Guo O Dong 
auctioned a laptop 
that contained 6 of 
the most 
devastating 
computer viruses of 
recent years. Or 
was it a clever PR 
collaboration with 
cyber security 
partner Deep 
Instinct?

https://thepersistenceofchaos.com/

ILOVEYOU
$15B in damages

MyDoom
$38B in damages

SoBig
$37B in damages

WannaCry
$4B in damages

DarkTequila
Damages unknown

BlackEnergy
Ukraine power blackout



COMCAST 
TOILET 
TRACKING

Comcast is making 
a play for the 
health space, with 
sensors that 
monitor the more 
ambient everyday 
activities like the 
frequency of toilet 
trips or the time 
spent in bed.

https://www.cnbc.com/2019/05/21/comcast-working-on-home-health-device-similar-to-amazon-echo.html



FORD’S 
DELIVERY 
ROBOT

Meet Digit, Ford’s 
delivery robot who 
can navigate stairs, 
lawns and carry 
40lbs / 18kg. The 
clever bit is that the 
car delivering the 
robot shares its 
street scanning 
data to give the 
robot a head start.  

https://medium.com/self-driven/meet-digit-self-driving-delivery-last-mile-solution-418d9995bb97



W.H.O. 
RECOGNISES
“GAMING 
DISORDER”

The World Health 
Organisation has 
officially 
recognised
"Gaming disorder" 
as an illness. It 
lives under the 
"disorders due to 
addictive 
behavior”.

https://www.cnet.com/news/world-health-organization-deems-gaming-disorder-an-official-illness/



SPOTIFY’S 
CAR THING.
LITERALLY.

Spotify have 
announced their 
first foray into 
hardware, the Car 
Thing. It plugs into 
your car’s 12v plug 
and acts as a voice 
assistant to play 
music from your 
phone on your 
car’s speakers.

https://www.theverge.com/circuitbreaker/2019/5/17/18628772/spotify-car-thing-audio-experience-data-premium-
assistant



NIKE FIT:
AR SHOE
SIZING

More than a 
quarter of shoes 
are returned as 
they don’t fit. Nike 
have announced 
Nike Fit. It uses the 
camera and AR to 
accurately 
measure your foot, 
recommend shoes 
and hopefully 
reduce returns.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LMXc_1qCa8E



ADS
ALLOWED

ADS
ALLOWED

ADS
ALLOWED

ADS
ALLOWED

GOOGLE TO 
BLOCK AD 
BLOCKERS?

Google is making 
changes to 
Chrome to stop 
developers altering 
pages as they 
load. Yay! Except 
that’s how ad 
blockers work. 
Google make their 
money from ads so 
it’s a little iffy to say 
the least.

https://www.cnet.com/news/google-holds-firm-on-chrome-changes-that-may-break-ad-blockers/



ARE 
FACEBOOK’S 
AR GLASSES 
CLOSE?

Facebook said 
their AR glasses 
were 3 years away 
but a recent patent 
may hint they are 
closer then we 
think. It also shows 
a bone-conducting 
audio system that 
keeps the ear free 
to hear real-world 
audio also.

http://pdfaiw.uspto.gov/.aiw?docid=20190158948&PageNum=1&
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SPACEX 
LAUNCHES 60 
SATELLITES

60? That’s a lot! 
Nope, it’s just a 
fraction of the 
12,000 planned 
satellites. The 
“Starlink” network 
will provide fast 
broadband but is 
also visible in the 
night sky, eventually 
outnumbering the 
stars. That sucks.

https://thewire.in/the-sciences/spacex-starlink-radio-astronomy-cultural-heritage



ONLY 4% 
BELIEVE 
INFLUENCERS

A report from 
Universal McCann 
suggests that while 
47% of global 
consumers say 
they are influenced 
by social media, 
only 8% say they 
believe what they 
read, dropping to 
4% if it came from 
an influencer.

https://www.thedrum.com/news/2019/05/09/only-4-people-trust-what-influencers-say-online



LIBRA: 
FACEBOOK’S 
CRYPTO COIN

I so told you! Ok, 
it’s also a really 
badly kept secret. 
Facebook’s crypto 
coin is muted to be 
linked to the dollar 
(aka stablecoin) 
and possibly with 
Visa, Mastercard 
and Coinbase as 
launch partners.

https://thenextweb.com/hardfork/2019/05/03/facebook-developing-stablecoin-payments/

IMAGE:WWW.THEBLOCKCRYPTO.COM



COKE 
RECYCLING 
ADS

On one hand,  
Coca Cola are one 
of the world’s 
biggest 
manufacturers of 
plastic bottles, on 
the other, this is 
quite a nice use of 
their brand device 
to promote maybe 
recycling them 
occasionally.

https://adage.com/creativity/work/coca-cola-recycling-billboards/2174656



DEEP FAKES 
FROM A 
SINGLE PHOTO

Samsung AI 
Center published a 
demo showing how 
a single reference 
photo could be 
used to recreate 
new video footage. 
Up until this, it took 
several reference 
images or a clip of 
video to get results 
this refined.

https://techcrunch.com/2019/05/22/mona-lisa-frown-machine-learning-brings-old-paintings-and-photos-to-life



SAN 
FRANCISCO 
BAN FACE 
TRACKING

San Francisco city 
officials voted to 
ban the purchase 
and use of face 
recognition 
technology. This is 
a growing 
movement aimed 
at “safeguarding 
the public from 
potential abuses”. 

https://reut.rs/31DlTdy



MINECRAFT 
EARTH

The latest 
Minecraft Earth 
iteration will feature 
an AR system 
where friends can 
build and explore 
Minecraft creations 
placed in the real 
world. Expect more 
real-world 
accidents and 
bumped foreheads.

https://www.wired.co.uk/article/minecraft-earth-app-beta



JOE ROGAN'S 
VOICE 
REMADE

Engineers at 
Dessa recreated 
DJ Joe Rogan’s 
voice using AI and 
it’s pretty darn 
scary-close. Hard 
to get across on a 
slide so click the 
link… maybe also 
have a safe word if 
Joe Rogan ever 
phones you up.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DWK_iYBl8cA



BURGER KING 
REAL MEAL 
BOX

Burger King’s Real 
Meal Box initially 
seems like a cheap 
shot at the “Happy 
Meal” but was 
done in partnership 
with Mental Health 
America, bringing 
awareness to 
mental health. Any 
awareness is good 
awareness.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PjxRUEA0Tdo&feature=youtu.be



PYBADGE

I love a bit of pi, 
both the pastry 
form and the self-
contained mini 
computer form. 
The latest version 
comes complete 
with a built in 
colour screen, 
buttons, speaker, 
motion and light 
sensors.

https://www.adafruit.com/product/4200



SNAPCHAT 
GENDER 
SWAP

Snapchat’s gender 
swap lens broke 
the internet. 
Questions were 
raises as to 
whether it was fun 
or offensive. One 
thing is for sure, it 
doubled 
Snapchat’s app 
download rate.

https://bit.ly/2WH2WaX



AMAZON 
WANTS TO 
SCAN YOUR 
BODY

A form spotted on 
Amazon’s website 
then hastily 
removed hints that 
their Body Lab 
acquisition may 
use body scans to 
ensure online 
clothes orders fit 
and therefore 
reduce returns.

https://mashable.com/article/amazon-body-labs-image-scanning-study/?europe=true



TURING 
TUMBLE

Turing Tumble 
helps kids (and 
grown ups) explore 
computer logic via 
the magic of 
marbles. With the 
need for more 
STEM teaching in 
schools, it’s great 
to see ‘toys’ like 
these. Should have 
been wood though.

https://www.turingtumble.com/



YOUR HANDY 
GUIDE TO BID 
SHADING

Programmatic 
media has some 
shady practices. 
Bid shading is 
where ad servers 
try to help suggest 
a low yet winning 
price so you don’t 
overbid… but also 
inflate it so you pay 
them extra. Watch 
this great overview.

https://digiday.com/marketing/video-wtf-bid-shading/



RECONSTRUCT 
FACES FROM 
VOICES

Using deep neural 
networks, it turns 
out you can 
reconstruct a pretty 
accurate face just 
by listening to a 
short clip of a 
voice. Imagine this 
being used for tele-
sales, where they 
can now visualize 
the caller.

https://speech2face.github.io/



GOOGLE AR 
SEARCH

Google is starting 
to roll out 
augmented reality 
models in its 
search results. It 
uses their Android 
ARCore platform 
and already has 
the likes of NASA, 
Samsung and, 
Volvo onboard.

https://www.cnet.com/news/google-brings-ar-and-lens-closer-to-the-future-of-search-io/



FAKE 
HUMANS ARE 
SUPER EASY 
NOW

This latest demo 
shows just how 
good we’re getting 
at generating fake 
humans. None of 
these are real. If 
you’re planning a 
career in clothes 
modelling, maybe 
want to have a 
think about that.

https://www.digitaltrends.com/cool-tech/japanese-gan-people-dont-exist/



AND FINALLY…
PETZ:
PET 
COMMERCE

Hard to know 
where to start with 
this one. Mostly PR 
nonsense but the 
idea of engaging 
(or hoodwinking) 
pet owners to 
include their pet in 
their purchases is 
a smart step. Pet 
face recognition 
finally finds a use.

https://www.petz.com.br/petcommerce/



THANK YOU
Want more? Get in touch at dino@dino.co.uk

Follow me on Twitter @dinozoiks


