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TRUMP’S 
TWEET 
IDENTIFIES A 
US SPY 
SATELLITE

Trump tweeted an 
image taken by the 
US military. It didn’t 
take long for Dutch 
astronomer Marco 
Langbroek to 
calculate the 
camera angle from 
the shadows and 
identify the image 
was taken by USA 
224, a spy satellite.

https://futurism.com/the-byte/trump-tweet-secrets-spy-satellites

https://futurism.com/the-byte/trump-tweet-secrets-spy-satellites


ARTIFICIAL 
VISION 
GLASSES

The latest iteration 
of the Second 
Sight prototype 
transmits images 
from a camera to 
the brain using 
external signals 
(including power). 
It still needs an 
implant, but it’s a 
huge step forward.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DxzcR3mZa3U&feature=share

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DxzcR3mZa3U&feature=share


SNAPCHAT 
AR 
BILLBOARDS

Snapchat used its 
AR features to 
promote the new 
Snap Originals 
series. Users scan 
the Snap Code 
with their camera 
to activate the 
experience. The 
content is then 
mapped onto the 
real billboard.

https://mobile-ar.reality.news/news/snapchat-doubles-down-ar-billboards-promote-snap-originals-series-0206190/



WEBSITE 
SCRAPING IS
LEGAL

Some dodgy 
companies “scrape” 
the data displayed 
on competitor’s 
websites. One 
company was doing 
this to LinkedIn. 
LinkedIn took them 
to court and lost. 
Twice. So now it 
has pretty much 
become legal. 

https://boingboing.net/2019/09/10/9th-circuit-scraping-publicly.html

https://boingboing.net/2019/09/10/9th-circuit-scraping-publicly.html/amp?__twitter_impression=true


THE HOFF, 30 
YEARS 
YOUNGER

Chris Ume is 
renowned for 
making weird deep 
fake videos and 
this one shows 
how it can de-age 
people with 
surprisingly 
believable results. 
Behold, the Hoff, 
only younger.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jYY0LAT1YRQ

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jYY0LAT1YRQ


DEEP FAKE
VOICE USED 
TO STEAL 
£190,000

Hackers faked the 
voice of a company 
CEO and used it to 
ask a colleague to 
transfer money for a 
business deal. Will 
phone companies 
one day have to
detect and provide 
warnings of 
possible fake 
voices? 

https://www.cisomag.com/deepfake-voice-attack/

https://www.cisomag.com/deepfake-voice-attack/


PROGRAMMABLE
PAINT

Scientists at MIT 
have created a 
paint that can 
permanently 
change its colour 
over-an-over. By 
projecting UV light 
onto the paint, 
patterns and 
images can also be 
“programmed” into 
the paint.

http://news.mit.edu/2019/changing-colors-photochromeleon-mit-csail-0910

http://news.mit.edu/2019/changing-colors-photochromeleon-mit-csail-0910


APPLE CODE 
HINTS AT AR 
GLASSES

Developers looking 
through the latest 
release of iOS 13 
noticed something 
called StarBoard. It 
seems to be code 
hinting at AR 
capability and that 
Apple devices will
be used as 
controllers for AR 
glasses. Maybe. 

https://venturebeat.com/2019/09/11/ios-13-reveals-iphone-tethered-apple-ar-glasses-with-a-controller/

https://venturebeat.com/2019/09/11/ios-13-reveals-iphone-tethered-apple-ar-glasses-with-a-controller/


LEVI 
CASUALLY 
LAUNCH A 
SMART 
JACKET

Google’s Jacquard 
“sensing material”
has been around 
for a while but a 
new partnership 
with Levi sees a 
much simplified 
version put to use 
controlling a 
phone. Yours for a 
reasonable £140.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xwuSGTGYdO0

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xwuSGTGYdO0


ESPORTS IN 
THE 2020 
OLYMPICS? 
KINDA…

Intel has 
announced they will 
hold an eSports 
tournament 
alongside the 2020
Tokyo Olympics.
The event is 
sanctioned by the 
IOC but the IOC are 
clear that eSports 
are not an Olympic 
discipline. Yet.

https://estnn.com/intel-to-host-an-olympics-sanctioned-esports-tournament/

https://estnn.com/intel-to-host-an-olympics-sanctioned-esports-tournament/


HOLOGRAM 
WINE

The retiring 
founder of Alibaba, 
Jack Ma, sent a 
unique gift to co-
workers… a 
hologram bottle of 
wine. It used a 
phone inserted into 
the box to create 
the illusion in the 
bottle itself.

https://www.sixteen-nine.net/2019/09/16/clever-packaging-and-age-old-illusion-delivers-video-message-in-wine-bottle/

https://www.sixteen-nine.net/2019/09/16/clever-packaging-and-age-old-illusion-delivers-video-message-in-wine-bottle/


CGI 
INFLUENCERS 
ARE A THING

It’s a growing 
trend, but nobody’s 
sure why. The law 
isn’t clear whether 
CGI-generated 
influencers like 
Miquela have to 
follow the same 
paid promotion 
rules a their human 
counterparts. One 
to watch…

https://amp.businessinsider.com/cgi-influencers-what-are-they-where-did-they-come-from-2019-8

https://amp.businessinsider.com/cgi-influencers-what-are-they-where-did-they-come-from-2019-8?__twitter_impression=true


HEINZ 
PERFECT 
POUR LABEL 
CONCEPT

Created by design 
agency Rethink 
Canada, this 
concept aligns the 
label at the angle 
for the perfect 
ketchup pour. Only 
available in 
Toronto, so looks 
like we’re stuck 
with slapping the 
bottle. A lot.

https://www.creativebloq.com/news/pour-perfect-ketchup-bottle?

https://www.creativebloq.com/news/pour-perfect-ketchup-bottle?


YAY! 
CHINA HAS 
PORTABLE 
SONIC RIFLES

Sonic weapons use 
a beam of intense 
sound waves to 
cause extreme 
discomfort by 
vibrating your 
eardrums, eyeballs, 
stomach, liver, oh, 
and brain. Luckily 
China is making 
portable ones for 
riot control. 

https://www.scmp.com/news/china/science/article/3028071/chinese-scientists-develop-handheld-sonic-weapon-crowd-control

https://www.scmp.com/news/china/science/article/3028071/chinese-scientists-develop-handheld-sonic-weapon-crowd-control


HOW BAD IS 
YOUR AIR?

Agency AMV 
BBDO launched 
the first part of a 
campaign to 
highlight the 
invisible pollution 
around London. 
Check your local 
pollution at 
https://addresspoll
ution.org/. 

https://www.adweek.com/agencies/londons-air-pollution-is-a-public-health-crisis-hiding-in-plain-sight/

https://addresspollution.org/
https://www.adweek.com/agencies/londons-air-pollution-is-a-public-health-crisis-hiding-in-plain-sight/


BAGEL THAT

Philadelphia 
cheese created a 
made-up gadget, 
the Bagel That - a 
device that turns 
anything into a 
bagel. If you’re not 
aware of
Philadelphia’s weird 
videos, definitely 
check out their 
YouTube channel. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y8p93bJZpu0

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y8p93bJZpu0


NBCUNIVERSAL 
PEACOCK

The streaming 
service wars are at 
fever-pitch with 
NBCU announcing 
Peacock. Lots of 
details still to be 
nailed down but 
the launch date is 
set for April 2020. 
Rumours are that it 
could be free with 
ad funding.

https://clark.com/streaming-tv/peacock-nbc-streaming-service/

https://clark.com/streaming-tv/peacock-nbc-streaming-service/


FACEBOOK 
PORTAL

Facebook finally 
launched Portal in 
the UK. It can auto-
track people in the 
room, play music 
etc. Given 
Facebook’s recent 
record, it’s tough to
imagine who would
want this in their
home but for £120, 
it’s yours.

https://www.pocket-lint.com/smart-home/news/facebook/149362-facebook-is-launching-more-portal-smart-display-devices-in-more-places

https://www.pocket-lint.com/smart-home/news/facebook/149362-facebook-is-launching-more-portal-smart-display-devices-in-more-places


INSTAGRAM 
THREADS

Say hello to the
latest messaging
app… Instagram
Threads. It’s meant 
for messaging, 
sharing location 
and video but only 
between close 
friends. It’s 
basically Snapchat
for Instagram.

https://www.pocket-lint.com/apps/news/instagram/149629-what-is-instagram-threads-and-how-does-it-work

https://www.pocket-lint.com/apps/news/instagram/149629-what-is-instagram-threads-and-how-does-it-work


UK’S FIRST 
CAR FREE 
COMMUNITY

Portsmouth are 
planning an island 
community with 
“curb less” streets 
due to the fact all 
cars are banished 
to underground car 
parks. If planning 
permission is 
awarded, work 
could begin as 
soon as 2023.

https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2019/09/19/plans-unveiled-uks-first-car-free-community-vehicles-parked/

https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2019/09/19/plans-unveiled-uks-first-car-free-community-vehicles-parked/


FUTURE 
SOLDIERS 
WILL SEE IN 
THE DARK

US scientists have 
successfully 
injected nano 
particles that 
convert near 
infrared light into 
visible light, into 
the eyes of mice. 
That’s night vision. 
The effects last for 
10 weeks with no 
side effects.

https://www.stripes.com/news/us/troops-of-the-future-may-ditch-night-vision-goggles-in-favor-of-eye-injections-to-see-in-the-dark-1.597052

https://www.stripes.com/news/us/troops-of-the-future-may-ditch-night-vision-goggles-in-favor-of-eye-injections-to-see-in-the-dark-1.597052


TRAFALGAR 
SQUARE 
CLIMATE AR

Unit9 released an 
app to support the 
Global Climate 
Strike. Pointing the 
app at Nelson’s 
Column in 
Trafalgar Square 
turned the scene 
into a post-climate 
disaster. Great use 
of augmented 
camera effects.

https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:6580770757985521665/

https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:6580770757985521665/


SCANIA’S 
AUTONOMOUS 
TRUCK

Tesla isn’t the only 
player in the 
autonomous truck 
landscape. Scania 
launched their AXL 
autonomous 
concept. Note the 
lack of cab… and 
therefore driver. It’s 
restricted to closed 
construction sites 
for now. 

https://www.scania.com/group/en/a-new-cabless-concept-revealing-scania-axl/

https://www.scania.com/group/en/a-new-cabless-concept-revealing-scania-axl/


US 
GOVERNMENT 
DEMANDS 
APP DATA

The US 
Immigration and 
Customs 
Enforcement 
department has 
demanded Apple 
and Google hand 
over user data for 
a rifle scope app. 
They hope to
identify who has an 
illegal scope.

https://www.forbes.com/sites/thomasbrewster/2019/09/06/exclusive-feds-demand-apple-and-google-hand-over-names-of-10000-users-of-a-gun-scope-app

https://www.forbes.com/sites/thomasbrewster/2019/09/06/exclusive-feds-demand-apple-and-google-hand-over-names-of-10000-users-of-a-gun-scope-app


SPACEX 
EXPANDS  
PLANS FOR 
SATELLITE 
BROADBAND

SpaceX has asked 
for permission to 
reconfigure the 
orbits of its 
satellites to bring 
satellite broadband 
to the whole of the 
US by late 2020. 
SpaceX say it will 
need just 6 more 
launches to 
achieve their goal.

https://arstechnica.com/information-technology/2019/09/spacex-says-itll-deploy-satellite-broadband-across-us-faster-than-expected/

https://arstechnica.com/information-technology/2019/09/spacex-says-itll-deploy-satellite-broadband-across-us-faster-than-expected/


FACEBOOK 
OCULUS 
CONNECT 6 
UPDATES 

Oculus announced 
a bunch of new VR 
stuff. Hand 
tracking, a new 
Facebook social 
layer, a VR world 
called Horizon, 
avatar animation 
from headset 
cameras… and the 
CTRL-Labs official 
neural controller.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ybhYJ87U2Gs

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ybhYJ87U2Gs


BURGER KING 
MELTDOWN

Burger King as 
removed all plastic 
toys from its Junior 
Meals. Customers 
are invited to bring 
plastic toys in to BK 
(including Happy 
Meal toys) to 
recycle the plastic 
and receive a free
Junior Meal.

https://www.burgerking.co.uk/meltdown

https://www.burgerking.co.uk/meltdown


RWC GETS 
360º 
REPLAYS

Canon’s Free 
Viewpoint Video 
System uses 
multiple cameras to 
recreate gameplay 
in 3D, creating 
unique replay 
angles. Live 3D 
replays were made 
available during the 
2019 Rugby World 
Cup in Japan.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XNEAkIWMD64

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XNEAkIWMD64


AI 
GENERATED 
LOGOS GET 
BETTER

Well, that’s my 
logo side-business 
down the drain. AI, 
or more accurately, 
Style Generative 
Adversarial 
Networks can now 
have a crack at 
logo design. It’s 
still experimental 
but they’re not that 
far off…

https://venturebeat.com/2019/09/24/2533341/

https://venturebeat.com/2019/09/24/2533341/


THAT JUMPY  
ROBOT IS AT 
IT AGAIN…

As if parkour 
wasn’t enough, the 
team over at 
Boston Dynamics
have taught their 
robot (called Atlas
btw) to do a full 
gymnastics routine. 
We all know where 
this is going, right?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_sBBaNYex3E

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_sBBaNYex3E
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