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SHANGHAI 
NEW YEAR 
DRONES

Seems a while ago 
but Shanghai 
celebrated the new 
year with 2000 
drones over the 
harbour. 
Interestingly, wild 
fires in Australia 
cancelled several 
displays. Is this the 
future of firework 
displays? 

https://www.independent.co.uk/life-style/gadgets-and-tech/news/drones-china-running-man-shanghai-fireworks-
a9267391.html

https://www.independent.co.uk/life-style/gadgets-and-tech/news/drones-china-running-man-shanghai-fireworks-a9267391.html


QUIBI’S 10 
MINUTE SHOW 
FORMAT

New-platform-on-
the-block Quibi 
deals with short-
form, movie-quality 
content less than 
10 minutes long. 
Episodes are 
optimised for 
phone screens, 
especially vertical 
format. Launches 
6th April btw.

https://quibi.com/

https://quibi.com/


PODS, THE 
2020 
DELIVERY 
FORMAT 

The Nespresso 
pod trend is hotting 
up in 2020. Startup 
Tigout have pods 
for making small 
pastries. AI-Plus 
Plantbox is a 
“smart-farming 
appliance” that 
grows vegetables 
and herbs.

https://www.ai-plus.kr/?lang=en + http://tigout.com/en/index.html

https://www.ai-plus.kr/?lang=en
http://tigout.com/en/index.html


TOKYO 2020 
IN 8K...
FOR THE FEW 

Tokyo's Summer 
Olympics are being 
filmed in the 8K 
"super hi-vision" 
format. The 
problem? Japan is 
one of only 2 TV 
channels in the 
world broadcasting 
in 8K. That’s only 
0.13% of the 
Olympic audience.  

https://www.streamingmedia.com/Articles/ReadArticle.aspx?ArticleID=136152

https://www.streamingmedia.com/Articles/ReadArticle.aspx?ArticleID=136152


D-ID SMART 
ANONYMISATION

D-ID takes an 
original face photo 
and regenerates a 
near copy using AI. 
The new face is just 
different enough to 
avoid matches in 
face tracking 
databases. Useful 
for anonymising 
public footage or 
GDPR compliancy.

https://www.deidentification.co/resource_cat/videos/

https://www.deidentification.co/resource_cat/videos/


CYRCLE 
PHONE

Behold, the Cyrcle 
Phone. It has a few 
quirky features 
(besides not being 
great for video). It 
has 2 headphone 
jacks for music 
sharing. It’s a 
prototype so don’t 
hold your breath for 
delivery.

https://www.cyrclephone.com/

https://www.cyrclephone.com/


PORTL 
HOLOGRAM 
BOOTH

Portl's 
'holoportation 
booth’ projects a 
live (or recorded) 
image into a 
remote location. 
The booth also has 
cameras and 
speakers so the 
presenter can 
interact with those 
around.

https://portlhologram.com/

https://portlhologram.com/


BOSCH 
VIRTUAL 
VISOR

Not super new but 
Bosch are still 
banging away at 
their dynamic sun 
visor that blocks 
out the sun based 
on the driver’s face 
location. 
Interesting to see 
this applied to 
windows and 
offices.

https://www.carscoops.com/2020/01/boschs-virtual-visor-uses-ai-to-eliminate-sun-glare/

https://www.carscoops.com/2020/01/boschs-virtual-visor-uses-ai-to-eliminate-sun-glare/


UK CLOSER TO 
INTRODUCING 
LAWS ON IOT

The UK has been 
working on a 
voluntary “code of 
practice” for IoT 
devices for a while 
but has now 
asserted that it’s 
time to literally, lay 
down the law for all 
IoT manufacturers 
to comply with.

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/code-of-practice-for-consumer-iot-security/code-of-practice-for-
consumer-iot-security

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/code-of-practice-for-consumer-iot-security/code-of-practice-for-consumer-iot-security


HACKED KOBE 
WALLPAPER 
MINES 
CRYPTO

Microsoft detected 
criminals cashing 
in on the tragic 
death of Kobe 
Bryant by hiding 
malicious crypto 
mining code 
(Trojan:HTML/Broc
oiner.N!lib to be 
specific) in a 
desktop wallpaper. 

https://cointelegraph.com/news/cybercriminals-hide-crypto-mining-script-behind-kobe-bryant-wallpaper

https://cointelegraph.com/news/cybercriminals-hide-crypto-mining-script-behind-kobe-bryant-wallpaper


VISION-S :
SONY MAKE
A CAR

Remember Sony? 
Well, they’ve only 
gone and made a 
concept car! 
Features include 
5G, a massive full-
width dashboard 
display, 33 
speakers (yes, 33!), 
oh, and a top speed 
of 149mph.

https://www.sony.net/SonyInfo/vision-s/

https://www.sony.net/SonyInfo/vision-s/


EMOJI 
LICENSE 
PLATES

Vermont USA will 
be the first US 
state to allow a 
selected set of 10 
emoji to be added 
to car licence 
plates. Queensland 
Australia was the 
first to adopt emoji 
plates. It’s only a 
matter of time until 
we all get them.

https://thebrag.com/emoji-license-plates-on-their-way/

https://thebrag.com/emoji-license-plates-on-their-way/


SPACE X 
DARK 
SATELLITES

Astronomers are 
pissed at SpaceX 
for polluting the 
night sky with 120 
reflective satellites. 
SpaceX just 
launched another 
60 but one had a 
special black 
coating to make it 
less visible. One 
small step…

https://www.businessinsider.com/spacex-darkened-starlink-internet-satellites-astronomy-explainer-2020-1

https://www.businessinsider.com/spacex-darkened-starlink-internet-satellites-astronomy-explainer-2020-1?r=US&IR=T


TWITTER 
REPLY 
LIMITING

Twitter will be 
testing a new 
feature to help 
tackle trolls. The 
feature allows you 
to limit who can 
reply to your post. 
Others can see it, 
but not reply. This 
feature could also 
create more echo 
chambers.

https://www.televisor.co.uk/global/technology/twitter-will-test-reply-limiting-feature-to-beat-back-trolls

https://www.televisor.co.uk/global/technology/twitter-will-test-reply-limiting-feature-to-beat-back-trolls


SKETCH 
SYNTH

This curious 
creative code 
experiment by 
Korean JeongHo 
Par turns hand-
drawn sketches in 
to weird and 
wonderful synth 
sounds. 

https://jeonghopark.de/

https://jeonghopark.de/


ARDUINO 
PORTENTA : 
LOW-CODE IOT

Arduino has 
launched a new IOT 
friendly, low-code 
version of it’s 
hardware coding 
platform. It features 
a crypto-
authentication chip, 
WiFi, Bluetooth as 
well as Narrowband 
IoT. IoT prototyping 
just got a lot easier.

https://www.arduino.cc/pro/hardware/product/portenta-h7

https://www.arduino.cc/pro/hardware/product/portenta-h7


HISENSE 
COLOUR E-INK 
PHONE

The Hisense 
phone is the first to 
use a full colour E 
ink display. Up until 
now, E ink wasn’t 
fast or full colour. 
Now it’s both. Ok, 
it’s still a bit slow 
and the colour is 
poor but it’ll last 
about 4 DAYS 
between charges!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JAVZL83k5aU

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JAVZL83k5aU


23ANDME 
PATENT 
THEIR FIRST 
DRUG

Consumer DNA 
testing company 
23andMe have 
recently sold the 
rights to their first 
self-discovered 
drug. The data to 
create it came from 
customers’ DNA. 
Around 80% of 
people opt in to 
this feature.

https://onezero.medium.com/its-no-surprise-that-23andme-created-a-drug-from-customers-genetic-data-14a28a2fbf0c

https://onezero.medium.com/its-no-surprise-that-23andme-created-a-drug-from-customers-genetic-data-14a28a2fbf0c


ACTIVISION 
JUMP FROM 
TWITCH TO 
YOUTUBE

After a 2-year deal
with Twitch,
Activision have just 
switched to Google. 
YouTube will stream 
online tournaments 
from the likes of 
Overwatch and Call 
of Duty. It’s a big 
strategy shift from 
streamers to 
esports events.

https://thenextweb.com/gaming/2020/01/27/youtube-nabs-activision-esports-streaming-deal-twitch/

https://thenextweb.com/gaming/2020/01/27/youtube-nabs-activision-esports-streaming-deal-twitch/


LINKSYS 
AWARE

These Wellness 
Pods work with the 
Linksys Aware 
platform to detect 
ambient motion 
around the house –
from falls to your 
breathing patterns 
at night. All done by 
bouncing wifi 
signals around your 
home. 

https://gizmodo.com/soon-linksys-wifi-will-be-able-to-detect-every-breath-y-1840794006

https://gizmodo.com/soon-linksys-wifi-will-be-able-to-detect-every-breath-y-1840794006


SPOTIFY PET 
PLAYLISTS

Spotify’s new Pet 
Playlists builds 
custom playlists for 
a cat, dog, iguana, 
hamster, or bird. 
Apparently Spotify 
consulted experts 
on pet music and 
the tracks are 
curated lists of 
“tracks they might 
like”. Okaaay then.

https://pets.byspotify.com/us

https://pets.byspotify.com/us


GOOGLE TO 
END 3RD

PARTY 
TRACKING

Google has 
announced it will 
end support for 3rd-
party cookies 
“within 2 years”. Ad 
platforms will need 
to embrace the new 
reality… hopefully 
without resorting to 
dodgy browser 
fingerprinting (look 
it up)

https://www.campaignlive.co.uk/article/google-phase-third-party-cookies-chrome-within-two-years/1670877

*Yes, these are all the 589 cookies the Daily Mirror site installs on your browser when you click “Accept”

https://www.campaignlive.co.uk/article/google-phase-third-party-cookies-chrome-within-two-years/1670877


FACEBOOK 
BAND 
DEEPFAKE 
UPLOADS

Last September 
Facebook launched 
the Deep Fake 
Detection 
Challenge. It has 
resulted in them 
adopting tech that 
can detect and 
auto-remove 
manipulated 
content. Maybe a 
little late, but hey…

https://about.fb.com/news/2020/01/enforcing-against-manipulated-media/

https://about.fb.com/news/2020/01/enforcing-against-manipulated-media/


NETFLIX 
MADE A SONG 
AND IT’S ON 
SPOTIFY

“Toss a Coin to 
Your Witcher” was a 
song sung in the 2nd

episode of Netflix 
series The Witcher. 
It was released as a 
single and made it 
into the UK top 100 
chart FOUR TIMES 
with different 
remixes! Was also 
#9 in Hungary!

https://open.spotify.com/album/2zC7zR2MR9AvpM1hQCzGNG

https://open.spotify.com/album/2zC7zR2MR9AvpM1hQCzGNG


MOJO VISION

Forget folding 
screens, the future 
is in-eye screens. 
Mojo Vision’s latest 
prototype actually 
seems to work. It 
can even recognise 
items in the image.  
Bonus feature, you 
can still watch stuff 
with your eyes 
closed. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z1yXb7bTFWQ&feature=share

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z1yXb7bTFWQ&feature=share


TIKTOK 
ROCKED IN 
JANUARY

Lots of solid new 
partnerships 
happening over in 
TikTok land. Love 
Island, Justin 
Bieber, Spurs and 
even a competition 
to become a new 
Emote in Fortnite. 
Their self-serve
“Ad Platform” is up 
and running too.

https://newsroom.tiktok.com/en-gb

https://newsroom.tiktok.com/en-gb


BURGER KING 
IMPOSSIBLE 
PORK 
CROISSAN’WICH

Burger King ran a 
test in 139 US 
restaurants of the 
latest plant-based 
meat alternative 
from Impossible 
Foods… the 
Impossible 
Croissan’wich. It’s a 
key strategy for 
Impossible Food to 
break into China.

https://vegnews.com/2020/1/burger-king-to-test-meatless-impossible-pork-croissan-wich-at-139-locations

https://vegnews.com/2020/1/burger-king-to-test-meatless-impossible-pork-croissan-wich-at-139-locations


SAMSUNG 
NEON -
ARTIFICIAL 
HUMANS

Neon is what 
Samsung describe 
as an "artificial 
human”. It’s an AI 
animated, real-time 
3D model based 
on real actors. The 
idea is to integrate 
voice and 
responsive chat to 
create, well, 
artificial humans.

https://www.inputmag.com/tech/samsungs-neon-artificial-humans-are-here-are-they

https://www.inputmag.com/tech/samsungs-neon-artificial-humans-are-here-are-they


AT LAST, A 
DIGITAL NOSE.

Stratuscent have 
launched their 
latest artificial nose. 
Uses include 
environmental 
warnings and 
tracking cooking 
stages by smell. 
Phones could have 
one built in to 
detect bad breath… 
and even diabetes.

https://stratuscent.com/

https://stratuscent.com/


AI 
GENERATED 
BEETLES

Using a publicly 
available set of 
beetle illustrations, 
digital artist Bernal 
Cuni used 
Generative 
Adversarial 
Networks (GANs) 
to generate infinite 
beetle varieties. 
<insert joke about 
software bugs> 

https://www.cunicode.com/works/confusing-coleopterists/#StyleGAN

https://www.cunicode.com/works/confusing-coleopterists/
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