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NERF

No, not that Nerf, 
in this case Neural 
Radiance Fields. 
It’s a new form of 
View Synthesis 
that creates 3D 
scenes using a 
bunch individual 
photos. 3D 
scanners of the 
future may just be 
a phone camera.

http://www.matthewtancik.com/nerf

http://www.matthewtancik.com/nerf


IS YOUR 
GOOGLE DATA 
MOVING TO 
THE US? 

Several recent 
reports have 
suggested that 
post-Brexit, Google 
will move Google 
UK data to the US, 
therefore not being 
held to GDPR 
laws. However, 
chill, the spirit of 
GDPR will live on. 

https://theconversation.com/google-wants-to-move-uk-users-data-to-the-us-what-does-that-mean-for-your-rights-132620

https://theconversation.com/google-wants-to-move-uk-users-data-to-the-us-what-does-that-mean-for-your-rights-132620


STAY AT 
HOME

Not all “Stay At 
Home” messaging 
has to be big 
words a poster. 
This thought-
provoking take on 
iconic paintings is 
from ad-land 
creatives Peter 
Ioulianou and Ollie 
Agius.

https://www.linkedin.com/posts/dave-roberts-8459669_a-brilliant-beautifully-simple-articulation-activity-6649219864487608320-g4x4



SONANTIC 
VOICE 
GENERATION

Realistic speech 
generation has 
been making some 
big leaps recently. 
Sonantic released 
a demo of some 
“movie dialogue” 
which was hard to 
distinguish from 
human voice 
actors. 

https://sonantic.io/

https://sonantic.io/


APPLE IOS 14 
HAS SOME 
FUNKY 
FEATURES

Code leaks and a 
bit of snooping is 
revealing some 
interesting iOS 14 
updates. Key 
updates are 
around the 
inclusion of AR in 
shopping as well 
as home 
automation.

https://9to5mac.com/2020/03/10/apple-developing-new-augmented-reality-app-for-ios-14-testing-apple-store-and-starbucks-partnership/

Shot on iPhone challenges 
within the Photo App

Apple AR shopping with 
Apple Stores & Starbucks

Listen out for important 
environmental sounds

Apple Home Kit lighting 
night shift

Apple Home Kit camera 
face identification “Gobi” AR App

https://9to5mac.com/2020/03/10/apple-developing-new-augmented-reality-app-for-ios-14-testing-apple-store-and-starbucks-partnership/


UNREAL 
ENGINE 
VIRTUAL 
CAMERA

Using a mish-mash 
of easily available 
tech, directing a 
virtual scene with a 
“real” camera is 
totally possible. 
This setup uses a 
3D scene in Unreal 
Engine 4 and a 
HTC Vive Tracker. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M2qhJbBEsiY&feature=youtu.be

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M2qhJbBEsiY&feature=youtu.be


DARPA 
TRAINS 
ROBOT 
SWARMS

Movies like The 
Last Starfighter or 
Ender’s Game 
showed the way, 
now DARPA is 
recruiting gamers to 
train ML algorithms 
to control future 
robot swarms. 
Interested? Sign up 
at the University of 
Buffalo…

https://www.digitaltrends.com/cool-tech/brain-training-future-swarm-robot-armies/

https://www.digitaltrends.com/cool-tech/brain-training-future-swarm-robot-armies/


3D PRINTING 
MEDICAL 
PARTS

The home-hobby 
3D printer world 
has finally found its 
call to arms. Basics 
like face shields 
are being printed, 
delivered and used 
by the thousands. 
3D printers are as 
little as £95. Even 
Aldi sell them. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-52201696

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-52201696


BERT VIA 
TENSORFLOW 
IN BROWSER

This Chrome 
plugin uses a 
natural language 
processing (NLP) 
technique called 
BERT to find the 
answer to complex 
questions within a 
web page. Like 
asking Google, but 
local. Search just 
got super smart!

https://blog.tensorflow.org/2020/03/exploring-helpful-uses-for-bert-in-your-browser-tensorflow-js.html?linkId=84231860

https://blog.tensorflow.org/2020/03/exploring-helpful-uses-for-bert-in-your-browser-tensorflow-js.html?linkId=84231860


PORNHUB 
OPENS 
ACCESS TO 
HELP ITALIAN 
LOCKDOWN

Lots of companies 
are giving free 
access to their 
services during the 
Covig-19 lockdown. 
Pornhub have a 
long history of 
innovations like this 
and led the way by 
granting free 
premium access in 
Italy. 

https://thenextweb.com/shareables/2020/03/12/pornhub-free-italy-coronavirus/

https://thenextweb.com/shareables/2020/03/12/pornhub-free-italy-coronavirus/?utm_campaign=tweet6


IPAD PRO 
WITH LIDAR

Apple just 
announced the 
new iPad Pro with 
LIDAR (aka 3D 
laser scanning). It 
maps the room in 
3d and can place 
objects cut around 
humans. It also 
allows developers 
to scan object in 
full motion 3D.

https://www.apple.com/newsroom/2020/03/apple-unveils-new-ipad-pro-with-lidar-scanner-and-trackpad-support-in-ipados/

https://www.apple.com/newsroom/2020/03/apple-unveils-new-ipad-pro-with-lidar-scanner-and-trackpad-support-in-ipados/


GEELY, VIRUS 
FREE CAR 
DELIVERY

The Covid-19 
outbreak has seen 
a surge in car 
purchases as 
public transport is 
shunned. Geely 
allow you to 
customise your car 
online, disinfect it, 
fit it with N95 air 
filters and… deliver 
the keys by drone.

https://drivetribe.com/p/geely-100-virus-free-car-delivery-KC8duzy1Q7OVZGuwubdIcQ?iid=alyeoaXwTuyLvKwqxS65Pw

https://drivetribe.com/p/geely-100-virus-free-car-delivery
https://drivetribe.com/p/geely-100-virus-free-car-delivery-KC8duzy1Q7OVZGuwubdIcQ?iid=alyeoaXwTuyLvKwqxS65Pw


DOGBOT

Ever wondered 
what the future of 
smart pets could 
look like? Luckily 
designer Gaetano 
de Cicco has it 
covered. Notable 
for the lack of 
cliché cute 
features. Nothing to 
do with Samsung  
btw.

https://www.behance.net/gallery/93552447/Samsung-Dog-Bot-Prototype

https://www.behance.net/gallery/93552447/Samsung-Dog-Bot-Prototype


PIXAR 
RELEASE 
BACKGROUNDS 
FOR YOUR VC

Sometimes the 
simplest ideas are 
the best. Pixar 
released a 
selection of their 
iconic background 
scenes to help 
bring some fun to 
your video 
conference calls. 
They even work in 
Teams! 

https://news.disney.com/pixar-video-backgrounds-available

https://news.disney.com/pixar-video-backgrounds-available


SNEEK: 
MAKING SURE 
YOU’RE 
WORKING! 
(FROM HOME)

Some companies 
are reportedly 
(ab)using constant 
video stream 
platforms like 
Sneek to make sure 
their employees are 
actually working. It 
can take a picture 
every minute to 
prove it.  

https://www.businessinsider.com/work-from-home-sneek-webcam-picture-5-minutes-monitor-video-2020-3

https://www.businessinsider.com/work-from-home-sneek-webcam-picture-5-minutes-monitor-video-2020-3


TWITTER 
TESTS 
“FLEETS” 
(FLEETING 
TWEETS)

Twitter is testing a 
feature similar to 
Instagram Stories 
called Fleets. 
Essentially a 
tweets that appear 
on your profile 
page and only last 
for 24 hours. Users 
with Fleets will 
appear at the top 
of the screen.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/technology-51747512

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/technology-51747512


MAZE 
RANSOMWARE 
OFFERS A 
DISCOUNT

The Covid-19 crisis 
has brought out the 
worst in some 
hackers. Maze 
ransomware was 
targeted 
specifically at 
several institutions 
tackling the 
epidemic. But hey, 
they have offered a 
discount.

https://www.welivesecurity.com/2020/03/23/good-bad-plain-ugly/

https://www.welivesecurity.com/2020/03/23/good-bad-plain-ugly/


PANIC BUYING 
REVEALS 
WHAT PEOPLE 
HATE 

Panic buying turns 
out to be more 
about everyone 
buying just a few 
more of their 
normal items. 
However, it also laid 
bare the products 
and brands we’re 
happy to avoid in 
the event of an 
apocalypse. Ouch!

https://www.boredpanda.com/things-left-on-shelves-coronavirus/

https://www.boredpanda.com/things-left-on-shelves-coronavirus/


DISTILLERIES 
MAKE HAND 
SANITISER

One of the more 
novel pivots to 
products in 
response to Covid-
19 are worldwide 
distilleries switching 
to alcohol-based 
hand sanitisers. 
And no, Vodka 
doesn’t work. It’s 
40% and needs to 
be 60%. Drink it.

https://www.edinburghnews.scotsman.com/health/coronavirus/leith-gin-distillery-which-spent-ps35k-making-
free-hand-sanitiser-fundraising-keep-project-going-2505600

https://www.edinburghnews.scotsman.com/health/coronavirus/leith-gin-distillery-which-spent-ps35k-making-free-hand-sanitiser-fundraising-keep-project-going-2505600


WILL APPLE 
TV 6 GET A 
KIDS MODE? 

Reliable industry 
insiders have 
started sharing 
Apple TV 6 feature 
gossip. These 
include a dedicated 
Kids Mode, 128GB 
storage, night 
mode, picture-in-
picture, a new 
remote… but same 
box. Stay tuned…

https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=66&v=-OFx6eMXe2c&feature=emb_logo

https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=66&v=-OFx6eMXe2c&feature=emb_logo


THE FIRST 
EVER 
VIRTUAL F1 
RACE

What do you do 
when your sport is 
called off? Play the 
game. A mix of 
YouTubers, F1 and  
other top racers 
duked it out live, on 
telly. Fittingly, it was 
won by Chinese F2 
driver and Guanyu 
Zhou. The first 
YouTuber was 4th.

https://www.formula1.com/en/latest/article.race-highlights-guanyu-zhou-takes-victory-in-a-thrilling-bahrain-virtual.3fYOnqB0TIBpCBqV0pG4lz.html

https://www.formula1.com/en/latest/article.race-highlights-guanyu-zhou-takes-victory-in-a-thrilling-bahrain-virtual.3fYOnqB0TIBpCBqV0pG4lz.html


APPLE SAFARI 
FULLY BLOCKS 
3RD-PARTY 
COOKIES

Google Chrome 
has plans for 2022 
but Safari has 
become the first 
mainstream web 
browser to block 
3rd party cookies 
by default. In short, 
no more ads Ebay 
following you 
around the web.

https://webkit.org/blog/10218/full-third-party-cookie-blocking-and-more/

https://webkit.org/blog/10218/full-third-party-cookie-blocking-and-more/


YOUTUBE 
LIMIT VIDEO 
QUALITY FOR 
A MONTH

In a move to help 
ease the 
anticipated strain 
on their data 
network, YouTube 
are making a 
simple change most 
won’t even notice… 
presenting videos in 
“standard” quality 
rather than HD. 

https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2020-03-24/youtube-to-limit-video-quality-around-the-world-for-a-month

https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2020-03-24/youtube-to-limit-video-quality-around-the-world-for-a-month


REDDIT 
LAUNCHES 
POLL FEATURE

Fiiiiiinally, Reddit 
has launched a poll 
feature. It’s easily 
accessible when 
creating a new 
post. We can all 
now sleep easy 
knowing Superman 
looks better with 
trunks. 

https://www.digitaltrends.com/social-media/reddit-launches-polls/

https://www.digitaltrends.com/social-media/reddit-launches-polls/?utm_source=sendgrid&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=daily-brief


SPURIOUS 
CORONA 
CORRELATIONS

The internet loves a 
good conspiracy 
theory and 5G 
wireless got it this 
month. Maps of 
COVID-19 cases 
and 5G locations 
were used as proof. 
Except the data 
also correlates to 
Subway restaurants 
and single people…

https://chrisholland.ch/correlations-causations-and-coronavirus/

https://chrisholland.ch/correlations-causations-and-coronavirus/


SPACEX 
PUBLISH  
STARSHIP 
USERS GUIDE

Want to launch 
something big (or 
yourself) into 
space? Head on 
over to the SpaceX 
web site and 
download your 
handy PDF version 
of the Starship 
Users Guide. No 
prices though.

https://www.space.com/spacex-starship-transportation-system-users-guide.html
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https://www.space.com/spacex-starship-transportation-system-users-guide.html


WHISKEY 
WEBS

It turns out 
American whiskey 
forms and unique 
pattern when it 
dries. Brands can 
be identified 90% of 
the time using their 
“whiskey web”. This 
could prove useful 
to help identify 
counterfeit 
products.

https://arstechnica.com/science/2020/03/whiskey-webs-serve-as-fingerprints-to-distinguish-between-american-whiskeys/

https://arstechnica.com/science/2020/03/whiskey-webs-serve-as-fingerprints-to-distinguish-between-american-whiskeys/


WIREALITY
HAPTIPS

This novel demo 
uses motors 
attached between 
your body and 
hands to give force 
feedback as you 
explore virtual 
items. For instance 
it can halt your 
hand as you touch 
a wall or curve 
around a pole.

https://cathy-fang.com/project/wireality.html

https://cathy-fang.com/project/wireality.html


COVID-19 
MESSAGES 
APPEAR IN 
GAMES

The government’s 
“Stay Home” 
message has been 
appearing in some 
of the most popular 
games titles on 
Xbox, Playstation 
and Windows. They 
include Candy 
Crush Saga, Sniper 
Elite and DiRT Rally 
2.0. 

https://inews.co.uk/news/coronavirus-stay-at-home-warnings-added-to-some-of-the-uks-biggest-video-games-2530069

https://inews.co.uk/news/coronavirus-stay-at-home-warnings-added-to-some-of-the-uks-biggest-video-games-2530069


3D PRINT 
WITH 3 KINDS 
OF AWESOME

This simple yet 
genius upgrade to 
the humble 3D 
printer allows 2 new 
attachments – A 
CNC carving and 
cutting module and 
a laser engraver. 
They are 
interchangeable 
with the existing 3D 
printing head.

https://shop.snapmaker.com/collections/featured-collection/products/3-in-1-3d-printer

https://shop.snapmaker.com/collections/featured-collection/products/3-in-1-3d-printer


THANK YOU
Get more at dino.co.uk

Follow me on Twitter @dinozoiks


